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| lence, and perfection of the 
chriſtian law, its ſuitableneſs to 
the preſent circumſtances of mankind, and 
what a direct tendency the obſervation of it 
has to promote the true dignity, and higheſt 
happineſs of the humane nature, muſt needs 
be concern d to ſee the deſign of it in fo 
great a meaſure defeated by bigotry, and 
ty-zeal, It can't but be matter of lamen- 


tation to ſuch an one, to ſee thoſe admirable 


rules of juſtice and charity, which our holy 
religion lays down to be obſerv'd by its pro- 
feſſors, and which are of everlaſting, un- 
changeable obligation, as being founded on 
the neceſſary nature and relations of things, 
ne d and violated by unreaſonable heats, 

| : B : fierce | 
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fierce contentions and quarrels about the do- 
trines of it, which are no farther uſeful, than 
as they "Have a tendency to influence men to, 
and Aire them in the diſcharge of their na- 
tural duty to God, and, one another. And 
that this has been the conſequence of the 
preſent debates bi the Holy Trinity, 18 
but tgo, too yifible, Now as this has rifen, in 
a great degree, from mens thinking their 
particular explication of this doctrine a fun- 
damental of chriſtianity; (by which they 
mean, that an explicit belief of it is, accord- 
ing to the conſtitution of the chriſtian ve⸗ 
nant, neceffary to ſalvation;) I think nothing 
is ſo likely to allay the fury of their paſſions, 
and temperate their impetuous zeal, as con- 
vineing them that it is not of altogether fo 
high and important a nature as they think it 
to , "uy and that a diſbelief. is nat in itſelf in- 
conſiſtent ; with any man's: chriſtiapity, nor 
will deſtroy his title to the favour of Gon, 
and eternal life. And ſince the Unitarians 
have never (as far as I can learn) made their 
principles in the ſenſe above- mention d, fun- 
damental, and have had their duty in their 
preſent circumſtances: fully explain d, and 
cloſely preſs'd upon them in an excellent dif. 
courſe publiſh d 25 laſt year * I ſhall have 
nothing to do with hem in che eee 


5 Seafonable. advices relating to, Ke preſent debates. 
about the Holy Trinity, * 4 1 both copfending 
parties. {NI | | RIEL 


* 
* 
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effiy, Viit'only thew that the Trin n- 
tion is not one of che fundamentals of the = 
chriſtian religion; meaning by fundamentals, 
(whether the notion be juſt or not) | thofe 


doctrines, an explicit belief of Which is made 


in all common and ordinary cafes, indifper- 
fably neceſſary in order to mens obtaining 
that happineſs which is promis d in the chri- 
ſtian covenant. I fay, in all common and 
ordinary cafes, becauſe if any man be neceſ- 
farily, and invincibly ignorant of any doctrine 
of this nature, by being deny d the liberty of 
examining himſelf the original records of our 
religion, or for want of Inſttuction from G. 
thers ; this muſt be an exception from the 
genetal law, unleſs we ſappoſe the Almighty 
to be fach a tyrannical and arbitrary Being, ” 
as to puniſh his creatures merely for not 
knowing what twas not in their power to 
know, for ignorance which was involuntaty 
and unavoidable. And as a diſcourſe of this 
nature has ſuch a viſible tendency to check 
the growth of uncharitableneſs and ſchiſm, 
it can, I ſuppoſe, need no apology with any 
one who confiders the preſent great decay of 
chriſtian charity; and yet what a high rank 
it holds among chriſtian graces, and how 


prejudicial diviſions, and the forming diſtin 


parties and factions mult be to the chriſtian 
ſociety, For as in a polſtical fociety, where 
that ſtrict and cloſe combination which there 
 onght to be between the members of it, ii 


'(4)) | 
order to the joint purſuit * one common in- 
tereſt, is 00 and many diſtinct, indepen- 
dent, or. contrary. intereſts are ſet up, it muſt 
in the natural and neceſſary courſe of things 
| weaken. the body; becauſe the good of the 
whole will be 1 every one proſe- 
cuting the narrow and contracted intereſt of 
that party to which he belongs; ſo, tho di- 
viſions amongſt the ſubjects of Chriſt's king- 
dom ſhall not utterly overturn it, or entirely 
diſſolve his goverament, becauſe having wiſ- 
dom and power enough, he can ſuperintend 
| all the affeir of it as he pleaſes, and has 
promis'd ſo to over-rule and moderate things, 
that his church ſhall continue, till the end = 
time; yet muſt they needs be very injurious 
to the chriſtian cauſe, as the common and 
general intereſts of it will be, if not quite 
overlook'd, not regarded as they ought, nor 
as much as the peculiarities of a private ſect. 
Before I enter upon my main argument, I 
hall prove theſe two preliminary propoſitions 
| rg to fundamentals in general. | 
| That no doctrine. is a fundamental, a 
ry article of a chriſtian's faith, but 
what is fo plainly and diſtinctly revealed, as 
that an ordinary chriſtian, fincere in his en- 
quiries, can't miſs of the knowledge of it. 
2. That tis not ſufficient, that a propoſition 
be clearly revealed, to make it a fundamental, 
but a belief of it muſt alſo be made an ex- 
tf term of e in the ſacred ar 
I, NO 
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1. No doctrine is a fundamental but what 

is. „ fo; plainly and diſtinctly revealed; as that 
an ordinary chriſtian, ſincere in his enquiries, 
can't miſs of the knowledge of it. This may 
be argu'd from the perfections of God, and 
the — ts he ſtands in to mankind: For 
certainly their kind creator and preſerver 
cannot but delight in, and ſincerely deſire 
their happineſs; _—_ therefore tis not to be 
doubted but that he has done every thing to 
promote it, which is conſiſtent with his illu- 
ſtrious excellence and perfection, and with 
the wiſdom of his government over free crea - 
tures. He cannot have fix d it upon ſuch in- 

_ . finite uncertainties, as that they may fail of 
obtaining it after the moſt ſincere and diligent 
uſe of all the means they are CAPABLE of 
uſing, but muſt have made it certainly and 
 infallibly attainable by every one who. ſeeks 
it in the integrity of his heart. What can 
induce us to think the moſt good-natur'd 
Being in the univerſe to be ſuch a hard ma- 
ſter? Has there been any want of goodneſs 
in his diſpenſations towards mankind, which 
might tempt us to entertain ſuch unworthy 
and injurious thoughts of him? Again, can 
he who has been at ſuch amazing expence to 
redeem the human race from that defirudtion 
which their fins had merited, and to. raiſe 
our nature to its higheſt perfection of excel- 
lence an ineſs; who, that he might be 
Juſt to his bein and. . apd yet as 


4 
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And ſave us, deliver d up his forts death 
for us all; can he, I ſay, 3 ſo ab. 


ſolutely precarious, whether pobr, illiterate 
men, {who are the far greateſt part of the 
world) to whom eſpecially the goſpel was 
preachd, and Conſequently to whoſe capa- 
cities it ought to have been peculiarly adapt- 
ed, ſhall; doing their beſt, be happy or 
miſerable ? How then can the grand end of 
che liſe, death, reſurrection, and goſpel of 
his ſon be anfwered? Or finally, has he 
ever been found falſe to his word, or fail'd 
of the accompliſhment of his promiſes, that 
his moſt ſolemn and ſacred declarations of 

his willingneſs, that all men ſhould be ſaved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth, 
mould be look: upon as infincere, and de bs 
repreſented as having promis d happineſs to 


the greateſt part of mankind, if not upon ab- 


ſolutely impoſſible conditions, en condr- 
tions next to impoſſible? 

Farther, upon the ſuppoſition that a Comte 
Mon UnLEARN'D CnrrsTIan, by the Uſe 
of his 1 FAacvrTits, and an OR 
DINARY degree of ſincerity, after * N 
offered up unfeigned and hearty prayers to 
God for the gift of his Holy Spirit to illu- 
minate his mind, to clear it of all miſts and 
fumes of prejudice and ee and to en- 
able Him to 10 düftmgaift etween error and 


truth; I ſay; upon "the ſappoſition that fuck 
a one e may yet mils of fome truths which he 


cannot 


42) 
cannot be ſaved without the kKnowled ge of, 
what becomes of the extraordinary — ſus 
reminent grace of the chriſtian inſtitution > 
: What advantage upon this ſtate of the' caſe 
hath the chriſtian above the Few? Or, rather; 
are. not-the advantages: of Judaiſm. —_— 
to- thoſe of chriſtianity 2 The 
trines under that diſpenſation were few, — 
and intelligible; and tho they were forc'd to 
ſubmit to a cumberſome — of rites and 
ceremonies,, and to many other uneafy;” po- 
ſitive inſtitutions; yet theſe they had a ws 
and diſtinct knowledge of, were not per- 
plex d with nice mt: ſubtile diſputations 
about what was - commanded; but were 
certain what God would accept and reward; 
| Whereas, upon this ſcheme of things, a clear 
head, and a penetrating judgment, are al- 
moſt abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation under 
the chriſtian economy; and men of low, 
ſimple apprehenſions are in a manner 
ſign d over to damnation. In this vier, the 
yoke which Nee laid on the necks: of the- 
Jews was light, tho' they groan d under — 
and were ſcarce able to bear it, in com 
ſon of Chriſt s yoke, which is intolerable. 
The promiſe of eternal inconceivable * 
ry and happineſs annex d to the chriſtian lau 
makes the caſe but very little better: For 
what does ſuch a promiſe ſignify to uch as | 
are not capable of performing — on 
upon vchich tis ſuſpended? But hen a 2 
£918} = 7 e 
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of ſo much horror and aggravation of tor- 
ment is threaten'd upon a non- performance 


of theſe conditions, who is there almoſt bur 
would eſteem chriſtianity a curſe, rather 


than a bleſſing, a token of God's vengeance 
and diſpleaſure, rather than of his merey 
and tender compaſſion? And, I believe, had 
the Apoſtles told the world at the firſt publi- 

cation of our religion, that a right notion f 


ſome of its doctrines was neceſſary in order 


to their obtaining the reward it promis d, and 
avoiding the penalty it threaten d; which yet 
they mighit fall ſhort of, after all the care and 
diligence, pains and induſtry, and the cloſeſt 


application of mind they could poſſibly uſe, 


or, which is the ſame thing, could have va-- 


cation for uſing from the neceſſary buſineſs, 


and indiſpenſable concerns of human life, 


they would have been very back ward to part 


with their ancient Judaiſin, or Paganiſin, for 
ſuch a dangerous ſcheme of religion. And 
perhaps the Jews, from the diſcoveries which 


God himſelf had made to them of his being 


and attributes; and the Gentiles, from thoſe _ 
notices of them which might be gather'd- 
from the common and ordinary occurrences 
of his providence, would think it an im- 


poſture, what could never be of divine in- 
ſtitution; fince the Supreme Being, who had 


ever given abundant manifeſtations of his 


tender regard to his creatures, could never 


have fill'd the way to their happineſs a 


(9) 
ſuch inſuperable difficulties ; but muſt have 
promis d it upon terms, which were in ſome 
meaſure conſiſtent with the natural poverty of 
their underftandings, and emptineſs of their 
minds, and with the little leifure, and ſmall 
advantages they had for cultivating and im- 
proving them, by reaſon of the neceſſity 
1. were under of W the affairs of 
ife 

But farther, how: is it poſſible for us to 
fulfil theſe precepts, Make your calling and 
election fure *.; Rejoice in the hope of the glory 
of God +; if there are not ſome certain 
and infallible grounds for us to proceed upon 
in judging of the ſtate of our ſouls and our 
meetneſs for glory ? But now, if the juſtneſi 
of our ideas, and the correctneſs of our 
thoughts about diſputable opinions, and 
texts of ſcripture which admit of various in- 
terpretations (for each of which ſomewhat 
plauſible and puzzling may be offer d) will 
be a meaſure of the divine proceedings at 
the day of judgment; how is it ſo much as 
poſſible for the generality of mankind: to en- 
tertain any certain perſuaſion, or the leaſt 
comfortable hope of their future happineſs * 
Nay, how is it poſſible for the moſt learned, 
fagacious, and inquiſitive perſons to do it, 

fince the wiſeſt of us in this ſtate of darkneſs | 
and eve 0 now but in e thin 
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but very confuſedly, and are liable to be im: 
pos d upon by Kae and ſophiſtical rea: 
ſonings? This thought muſt depreſs ous ipi- 
rits, prevent our ever obtaining Mo ſprightly 
joy and triumph, which neceſſarily flows 
from an N of the incomparable 
heavenly felicity, and caſt a miſt before the 
Soda, proſpect. The ſoul, if this were 
the caſe, yrs be ever in a trembling con- 
dition; and in the laſt and moſt important 
article of life, good God ! What fluctuation 
would there be between hope and fear 
What agonies of ſpirit! What an irrecon- 
gilable averſion to death! I believe, the moſt 
warm and zealous advocates for any parti- 
cular doctrine, upon grave and ſedate re- 
flection, cool and temperate thinking, would 
not for the world have juſt notions about it 
to be abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation 
(whatever they may ſay in the tranſports = 
| their zeal) but would have ſincerity, ſerious, 
impartial, and humble examination to be the 
ly meaſure and rule of 9 18 1 
21. Tis not ſufficient that a doctrine be 
2 reveal d to make it a fundamental; 
— an explicit belief of it muſt be made an 
expreſs term of happineſs in the ſacred writ- 
ings. For, without doubt, there are a great 
many clear propoſitions, which many ſin-⸗ 
Here, honeſt chriſtians have no explicit belief 
of: Nor is it neceſſary they ſhould, ſince they 


are purely | incidental, and occaſional 5 and 
either 


(641) 
; ider do not at all affect eile in any 
important points of doctrine, or practice; 
or if they are of conſequence, tis only as they 
ſerve to AMluſtrate the eſſential, fundamental 
_ parts of it, which yet may be beliey'd, tho 
they are never obſery'd, or attended to. 1 
grant indeed; that whenever a chriſtian ſees 
them to be clearly reveal'd, he is oblig'd to 
believe thein : But then tis not becauſe the 
points of doctrine are in themſelves ſo im- 
portant; as that mens ſalvation; or damnation, 
will be determin'd abſolutely by their know- 
ledge, or ignorance of them; but becauſe 
they are (as he thinks) in the word of 
God, who is omniſcient, and ſo cant be de- 
ceiv d himſelf, juſt and faithful, and ſo can- 
not impoſe upon his creatures; and there is 
ſtill this difference between any of theſe pro- 
poſitions, and thoſe which are, in the ſenſe 
abovementioned; fundamental, that a man 
may be ſav'd without an explicit and parti- 
wi belief of 'Taxss ; whereas the other 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary to be explicitly 
believ'd, as being the eſſential, ee 
„ of the new covenant. 
And now, methinks, it mould be paſt 
dliſpute, not only that Chriſt alone; as ſole 
king of his church, has a right to ſettle, up- 
on what terms thoſe who are willing to be- 
come his ſubjects, muſt expect to be pro- 
tected and rewarded by him; but that theſe 
derms are expreſly determin d: and particu- 
fa ; C2 | larly, | 


(-12)) 
larly, that gur Lord out of his gracious and 
kind concern for his church, which: he bath 
purchaſed with his own blood *, hath fully and 
clearly revealed what thoſe truths are, which 
are of ſuch yaſt importance, as that the hap- 
pineſs of immortal ſouls depends upon an ex- 
plicit belief of them, and which therefore it 

ſo nearly concerns all the members of it to 
be appriz d of. So that we may reſt ſatiſ- 

fy'd, that whenever this is not expreſiy ſaid, 
with relation to any particular doctrine of 5 
chriſtianity, miſapprehenſions of that part 
of the revelation which contains it, (if we 
have examin'd it with ſincerity) will never 
be brought into the account againſt us at the 
day of judgment ; but if we can be charg'd 
with nothing elſe, we ſhall be able to lift up 
our heads with joy and confidence in that ſo- 
| lemn and awful day of trial, and ſhall be 
found perfect and entire, in a gol oe. ſenſe 
wanting nothing. 
HERE then is a ſtrait and eaſy way to true, 
5 ſolid peace: a rational foundation of com- 
fort, which does not cramp a free, inquiſitive 
genius in its ſearches after truth. For I'm 
perſuaded, did men only conſider what kind 
of faith that is which Chriſt and the goſpel 
make neceſſary, and not pay ſo much defe- 
rence to the deciſions and determinations of 
1 per e weak and deluded, or of artful, de- . 


* Aas xx. — * 
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ſigning men, whoſe intereſt it is to br : 
their minds in fetters, and to hold their ra- 
tional faculties in chains, in the moſt abject 
and ignominious ſervitude; the truths of the 
goſpel would not be loſt for want of being 
look d into, and examin'd; men would not 
be affrighted from ſeeing with their own eyes 
what is real, unadulterated chriſtianity, and 
what are only the dreams of fanciful; and be- 
wilder'd enthuſiaſts, for fear of falling into 
«ly ; but primitive chriſtianity would pro- 
bably revive ; and tis likely there would be 
a greater uniformity i in judgment and opinion 
than there is at preſent; for chriſtianity, ab- 
ſtracted from the colouring and varniſh which 
has been laid upon it, and ſeparated from 
ſchool-divinity, one of the worſt enemies it 
ever had, (and by which it has been horribly 
perplex d, and render'd-involy'd and intri- 
cate) is a plain, intelligible religion. But if 
this were not obtain d, there would be more 
of charity, and mutual forbearance, and leſs 
of that turbulent, ſchiſmatical, impoſing, ty- 
rannical ſpirit, Which bas reflected ſo much 
diſhonour upon the chriſtian cauſe, and made 
it the ſport and deriſion of infidels. 
I I would draw this general concluſion from 
the premiſſes, that no chriſtian who bas the 
liberty of looking into his bible, and uſes. that 
liberty, can err in fundamentals. 1 take it 
for granted, that ſuch a one believes the he- 
ws of a God, and a future ſtate of rewards, 


7. 8 and 


and poniſhments.; (which 1 think are not 


—— — — — — — — * 
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religion. And now, 


%. 


(mn) 


ſo called, but general maxims, upon which 


this is imply in ki profeſſing to be of any 
any honeſt man who reads his bible, to miſs 


of the knowledge of any effential part of 
_ chriſtian doctrine, when whatever doctrine 
is of this nature, is clearly, and diſtinctly; 


and intelligibly reveaF'd ? Nay; how is it poſ- 


fible than any man, honeſt; or diſhoneſt; 
ſhould miſtake here, when all ſuch neceſſary 
doctrines are made expreſs conditions of fal= 
vation in the facred writings, which he is 


ſuppos d to be converſant with? Tis poſlible 


indeed, that men may be induc'd by- ſome 
vicious Juſt, and to ſerve ill deſigns, to deny 
ſuch grand truths, which is certainly a de- 


ſtructive and damnable error: But then the 
reaſon why ſuch perſons are heirs of damna- 
tion and wrath, is not an error in. judgment; 


or the imperfection and deficiency of their 
faith, but tis becauſe their wills are depray'd 
and vicious. And, by the way, ſince tis 
plain that no chriſtian who uſes his bible, can 


avoid knowing what doctrines are eſſential, 
and indiſpenſably neceſſary parts of chriſtian 


faith; I think it fairly and naturally follows, 
that no doctrines · can be, as the word has 
been explain d, fundamental, about which 
cCbriſtians uſing their bibles are diſagreed and 


di- 


divided into parties; SCAR conſequently, that 
Grid ok points which = at 2855 
debated. by great Cas on all ſides in the 
proteſtant world, are of ſuch vaſt and infi- 
nite conſequence ; To mention particulars, 

2 the doctrines of the Trinity, Original 
: Abſolute Election, Perſeverance, &c. For 


ny af theſe are neceſſary and fundamental 


1 ſince doctrines of this ſort cannot 


but be known to all chriſtians who read the 


New Teſtament, (as beipg not only clearly 
reveal'd, but therein made in expreſs words 


abſolutely neceſſary ta be believ'd;) we muſt 


ſuppoſe one of the contending. parties to pro- 
fes and maintain, to ꝓromote their t 
| Intereſts, or ſerve. ſome baſe deſigns, not 


only what they do not believe, but what 
they know to be falſe; which is a ſuppoſi- 
tion ſo groſs and ſhocking, -ſo contrary, to all 


the principles of natural juſtice and chariy 
and to the probabilities oſ things, that 
*ewould be a reflection upon the chriſtianity 


and common ſenſe of a civiliz d People to als h 


daun to expoſe it. 
And now having ſtated the notion of. A 


4 el doctrine, and given the cha- | 


raters of it, I ſhall examine by the two ge- 
neral rules which I have laid down, whether 


the Trinitarian ſcheme be a fundamental,. or 


not. 
II. T A let us 2 Whether FA 


poſition, VIZ, * Father, the Son, and 125 5 
1 ly pes 


7. 
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Holy Ch, are the ou Gop, be fo flearly 
Ind plainly reveal'd, as that No shexRE 
MAN, SERIOUS in his ENQUIRIES, can miſs 
of the knowledge of it, And it cannot be 
ſo much as pretended, that the "6 
itſelf is plainly deliver'd in ſcripture': If it be, 
let the place, or places be produc d, and III 
engage the world ſhall own themſelves 
oblig d for the diſcovery. Tis only ſaid to 
be a plain eonſequence of what the ſcriptures 
aſſert concerning God, and concerning the 


 facred Three, the Father, the Son, and the 


Holy Ghoſt. Now this is quite another 


thing from its being clearly, and diſtinctly, 
and expreſly reveal d: For it may be a clear 


conſequence to one perſon from what the 


holy ſcripture ſays, tho' another can't ſee it; 
men having different Educations, capacities, 


and ways of thinking. And therefore, to 
make it equivalent to a clear and expreſs re- 


velation, it muſt be a neceſſary and una void. 
ablè conſequence of what the ſcripture aſ- 
ſerts; a conſequence which every ſincere and 


ſerious ſearcher after truth, can't help diſ- 


cerning. But this is not the caſe; becauſe 
there are multitudes who declare, that upon 


the moſt ſtrict and impartial ſearch they are 


capable of making, they not only cannot ſee 


this to be a ſcripture conſequence, but diſ- 


cern the contrary to be plainly and evidently 
| fach, and more than fo, to be aſſerted (as 
they think) in direct terms in the revelation. 


5 But 


(17) 

But you'll ſay perhaps, that they are influ- 
enc d by ſome criminal depravity of mind; 
by pride, paſſion, or an affectation of no—-— 
velty. This is conſtantly by bigots and en- 
thuſiaſts, by thoſe who are in the wrong, as 
well as by thoſe who are in the right, ſet a- 
gainſt the ſolemn and repeated declarations: | 
of their opponents to the contrary ; and 
therefore ought only to be regarded as an ef- 
fect of heat and forwardneſs of temper, or 
an over-weaning fondneſs of their own par- 
ticular ſentiments. It ever ſuppoſes a latent 
claim of infallibility, and is in plain Exgiiſb, 
exactly the fame with ſaying, we are abſo- 
 lutely certain that we are in the right, and 

therefore all who differ from us, are partial, 


and prejudic d, and under the influence of 


ſome wrong biaſs or other; elſe they would 
think, and judge as we do. For, if men 
were firmly perſuaded of the truth of that 
grand principle of the proteſtant religion, a 
principle that is founded on the very make 

and conſtitution of human nature; that theß 


are weak, ſhort-ſighted creatures, liable to 


error; they would never boaſt of abſolute 
certainty in doubtful caſes, or determine po- 
ſitively that the truth of a queſtion lies on 
their ſide, when they are oppos'd by a great 
number of men, of, at leaſt, equal ſenſe ang 
learning, and in ALL. OTHER CASES allowd 
of equal integrity. Are you abſolutely cer-" 
tain, that the conſequence you would draw * 
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are fallible, and may 


6 


from diſputable paſſages of * is juſt 


and natural, and that no other plauſible, and 
ſeemingly conſiſtent ſenſe can be fix d upon 
them ? You can't ſay you are, buſes: 

miſtaken : And if 
you are liable to error, is it not as poſ- 


fible that others may be in the right, 
in denying' the conſequence to be true 


and rational, as you are in affirming it? 80 


that all the mighty noiſe which has been 
made about your explication of the doctrine 


of the Tri inity” s being as plain and evident as 
that the ſun is up at noon-day, ſo that no 


one can fail of ſeeing as you do, who 1 fey not 


kinder d by ſome vicious prejudice, & comes 


to this; tis not deliver d in expreſs terms in 
ſcripture, but you think it naturally follows 
from what the ſcripture afferts ; tho', as you 
are fallible beings, you cannot 'be abſolutely 
certain, that your conclufion is juſt, or that 
a education, prepoſſeſſion, and a regard to ge- 


neral opinion had not a great influence upon 


you in forming it: And is there no difference 
between a real, neceſſary, and unavoidable 
conſequence from ſcripture premiſes, and A 
conjectural conſequence of your own? 


But to anſwer the objection directly, t there 


are many learned men who have fallen in 
with .the Unitarians, that have given as 


great evidence of their having done it in the 
fincerity of their ſouls, and of their not he- 


ing 9 by any vicious affection, as the 
 natare of the thing will afford: And conſe- 


* 


| (19) 
quentiy, your pretended. ſcripture conſe- 
quences are not ſo clear and neceſſary, as that 
_ every honeſt and impartial man nut diſcern 
them. They are, as far as we can judge, 
and were always acknowledged to be fo be- 


fore they publiſh'd their hereſy, (which it 


ſeems is of force enough to alter the natures 
of men and things) un of 1nviclable rigbte. 
 uſneſs and rruth, and o, unſpotted br ; 


and conſequently, tis but reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that they, were ſerious in examining 


what was the mind and will of their great 


Lord and Maſter, were ſincerely deſirous to 


come to the nouledge of the truth, and were 
ſwayd and govern ꝙ by no other conſidera- 


tions beſides that of approving themſelves to 
their king and judge. Tis but a piece of 


natural juſtice, do ſuppoſe this of every good 
man, who makes it his chic 

mend himſelf to God, and ſecure his favour, 
knows of what vaſt importance, and abſo- 


jef end to recom- 


lute neceſſity a regular courſe of honeſty and 


ſincerity is, and that all the truths of God 
have ſome way or other a weak to Pede 
mote his happineſss. 


Moreover, the notions they now enter⸗ 


tain, are contrary to thoſe principles, in the 


belief of which they were educated, and in 
whole favour they were ſo long prepoſſeſs do 


which tis likely they did not renounce; frm 
they had examin d . matter thorou 


over and aver, with the utmoſt PET ch and : 


— Po 


2 8 ne 


( 20 x 
xicety, and not at laſt without ſome kind of 
fear and trembling, or at leaſt, 8 and 


diſtruſt. I believe, we all find (all, I mean, 
who have any ſerious concern for their-ſouls) 
that we are very cautious how we part with 
thoſe doctrines which we have been taught 
to hold facred, as being momentous parts of 
the chriſtian revelation. We are naturally 
apt to be very much ſtartled if we hear but 
the truth of them call'd in queſtion; and in- 
ſtead of being forward to entertain contrary 
principles, we are rather too {hy and reſerv d, 
backward to receive conviction, and fancy 
that all that is offer'd againſt us, 'is conſiſtent 
enough with our ſet of thoughts, and very 


|  reconcileable to them, tho there are inſu- 


perable difficulties in it. We may ſee clear- 


ly how much human nature is -govern'd by 


prejudice and prepoſſeſſion in the Jeteiſb na- 
2 They bat as that the Mea would 
appear in the fulneſs of earthly ſplendor and 
glory, with the pomp and majeſty of an uni- 

verſal, temporal monarch, to break the yoke 
of their enemies, -and- make the gentiles their 

| flaves and tributaries; and to compoſe this 
glorious ſcene, had Join'd together all the 
gaudy images of human greatneſs ; and there- 
fore, when our Lord appear'd in the form of 
a ſervant, in a mean and humble ſtate, which 


was a bar to their ambition, and aſpiring 


: thoughts and ; aims ; : the | generality of th em 
. a 286 


f 
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ug an impoſtor. I not this the carpenter's 
ſon? ſeem d to have been the general cry. B 
nor his mother's name Mary, &c. ? How then 
can this fellow, who is of ſuch a low and ob- 
ſcare- original, be the king and ſaviour of 
Tfael?. And can it be imagin'd that any ſo- 
ber, religious Trinitarians could be leſs pre- 
judic'd againſt that ſcheme, which muſt, as 
their thoughts then ran, derogate ſo infinitely 
from the glory of the -bleſſed and adorable 
Jeſus? It cannot be thought they would be 
induc'd: to think favourably of it, much leſs 
to entertain it, till they had maturely and deli- 
| berately weighed and conſidered things, made 
the narrowelſt ſcrutiny into the merits of the 
cauſe, and had join'd with theſe fincere endea- 

vours, ſolemn and repeated addreſſes to the God 
of light and knowledge, for inſtruction and in- 
formation: If we add to this; that in alter- 
ing their ſentiments, and making a publick 
profeſſion of it, they could have no profpect 
of advantage, but were ſure of incurring the 
popular odium, of being treated as ſingular, 
enthuſiaſtical perſons, and perhaps as dam- 
nable hereticks, and miſerable apoſtates; we 
ſhall be forc'd to own, that nothing but the 
_ "ſeeming pork of the evidence, ſenſe of 
duty, and a ſtrict regard to conſcience, made 


obnoxious, deteſted opinions. A proſpect 

of diſgrace and infamy is very ſnocking and 
terrible to human nature; and they had too 
a Cs much 


„ 
much good ſenſe not to foreſce this conſe- 
quence, and therefore we may he ſure, would 
never haye run themſelves upon. it willingly, 
not till they ſaw 'twas unavoidable, without 
making forpwreck of faith and 4 good com- 
ſcience. Theſe are the very arguments 
which are us'd, promiſcuoylly by chriſ 
tians of all denominations, to prove that 
the Apoſtles of our Lord were ſincere 
in — accounts of his reſurrection; that 
*twas not love of novelty; or a deſtre to he 
famous, and raiſe themſelves a name, which 
made em atteſt it; but only a real and hearty 
conviction of the truth of it; vg. Tha: they 
were fincere honeſt men; and 5 Wa d not ent 
dteauour to impoſe upon the world, or relate any 
thing which they were not ſure of... That they 
. uot be ſuppos'd forward to embrace the 
chriſtian reli gion: Becguſe tar contrary to 
their pre- conceiv d opinions, as well gs to thoſe 
of the reſt of their countrymen : And, finall , 
| they had no proſpect of getting any thing by 
3 fuch a falſe report amongſi the peo- 
le; but were almgſt ſure to meet with pover- 
© ty, contempt, and death itſelf; and therefore, 
being men of calm thought, as appears by the 
excellent diſcourſes of morality which they 
wrote, they would never have expos d them. 
ſelves to uch dreadful inconveniencies, and to 
certain ruin, if they bad not been condinc d of 
the truth of what hos deliver d to the world, 
Gn) 7be moſi n and diligent enguiry, and 


of 


es — — Yau — — * . ” 5 — 


2 juſt, there is an end of one great bulwark of 


(23) 

of the neceſſity they were under of atting as 
they did, to avoid the dine diſpleaſitre. This 
has been arg'd with great advantage againſt 
the deft, who ever have been, and ever will 
be pinch'd by it; fince all arguing againſt it, 
2 ambit grit te cooks” be 2 
man nature, the reaſon and paſſions of man- 
kind . And I think the argument holds 

ally ſtrong with relation to many of the 
moſt learn'd amongſt the preſent we Goring : 
And there can nothing, I believe, be urg d 
from the nature of things, to vindicate the 

Apoſtles from a charge of pride, ſelf- con- 

ceit, affectation of . an ambitious 
deſite of fame, &c. which may not in like 
manner be made uſe of to vindicate and clear 
THEM. I this way of reaſoning be good, and 
juſt ; apply it indifferently, 1 without par- 
tiality, to che caſe of every one to whom it 
may be apply d, to the unitarians in their 
turn, as well as to the Apoſtles, and firſt 
preachers of chriſtianity. Bu if it be not 


chriſtianity, one important proof of the 
truth and divinity of our holy religion. 
And if men of learning, who have given 
the utmoſt evidence of their being ſincere and 
impartial, cannot ſee this conſequence; it 
muſt be more than poſſible, that men of in- 


ferior capacities hould miſs ſeeing it; and 


conſequently i it cannot bea fandamental, ſince 


Aar 40 mn frmor be at Trowbridge. 50 
1 * 


| knowl 


that they had not a fincere love to.truth, . 
were not ſerious and diligent, according tc to; 


text this POPs: The. Father, the Son, 


1 
I have ſhewn ban that al fundamental 
articles. of faith are fo clearly and diftinfly. 


path as that honeſt men of the loweſt 


degree of - underſtanding. cant fail of the 
of them. Upon the une 5 

of the falſhood of the anitarian doctrine, it 

can't, I think, with any modeſty be deny'd, 

but that in what the patrons. of it offer | 

againſt the orthodox expoſition of texts of 
ſcripture, and in favour of their own opini- 


| en, there is ſomewhat plauſible, and ſuch 
puzzling difficulties as perſons of an ordinary. 


* ity cannot ſolve: Becauſe the ſolution | 
them 


depends upon criticiſm, and under- 
ſtanding in ſome meaſure the original lan- 


* 


guages; and the different aeceptation N 


words and phraſes, which ſuch are no com- 
petent judges of. So that tis an eaſy matter 


for one who believes the ſubordination of the. - 
Son and Spirit to the Father, and is. a per- 
fect maſter of his ſcheme, to ſeduce them 


from the truth; or, at leaſt, unſettle and 


unhinge their minds. And if it ſhou'd 1 


happen, twould be very raſh and .cenſorious. 9 


to aſcribe it to a vicious temper ; or to ſay, 


their capacity and leiſure, in their ſearches 


after it, and earneſt and Arte with 


Gop to direct and lead them into it. 
But farther; let us ſee of what bender: | 


ond 


(#5) 
and the Holy Ghoſt,” are the One Gon, can be 
Juppogd to: be an undeniable Juence. 
A it a confequence- of thoſe texts which 
of the Father- as the only true God, the 
lone ſupteme and lk erden being *? 
The umtfarians will tell us, that the contra 
ry, ug. That the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, are nat the one ſupreme Gop, 
ſeems to be a neceſſary conſequence from 
theſe ; becauſe, if the. ather, 1. e. the firſt 
perſon of the TafWirv, only be true Gop 
the higheft ſenſe, the ſelf-exiſtent being, 
and briginal cauſe: of all things; the Son and 
Spirit not being the FarhrR, cannot be the 
ne oni living and true Gop. Or is it a con- 
ſequence from the text, which ſpeaks of the 
Father alone as .the preciſe time of 
the deſtruction of Yerafalem +, and conſe- 
quent as being alone firictly and properly 
omniſcient? Or is the ſupreme Deity of the 
Son deducible from that place, which ſpeaks 
of him as inferior, and in ſubjection to the 
Father in his higheſt nature, vis. before his 
incarnation; and ſo before the exiſtence of the 
human ſoul 4 Or from thoſe which ſeem to 
imply; that it was the Locos, or divine 
word himſelf who was abas d and ſuffer'd || ? 
nn wou'd propapt us to think the 


i. 3. Ae l 6 + AA. xiv. 36. 
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_ contrary; ſince the ſu 
muſt be impaſſible, becauſe of the neceſſary 


; 6260 . 
preme Being 1 und 


and immutable hap ppin ineſs of his nature. Or 
is the equality of the Holy Ghoſt with the 


Father and Son, inferr d 558 his being ſo 
often repreſented as miniſtring to boch of 
them, which among men, I know, is ever 
. mark of ſubordination and inferiority. I 


believe, we muſt not look here for this ne- 
ceſſary and unavoidable conſequence. Let 
us ſee then, what other texts will afford it. 
Particularly, whether it follows, that Chriſt 
is moſt high Gop from what St. Paul ſays of 
him *, 2000 being in the form of Go, thought 
it no robbery 70 be equal.with Gop., Now it 
can't be a neceſſary .conſequence from this 


text: Becauſe tis granted, and (I think) prov'd 
by many learn'd men, who have wrote on 


this ſubject, that the words ought not to 


be render'd thought it no robbery, but did 


not arrogute to bi Mell. or covet to be equal 
with Gop +. And tis diſputable at leaſt, 


vhether it ought not to be tranſlated like 
Go, ſince equality is ſomewhat abſolute ; 
whereas the word "Iooc, as Mr. Emlyn ob- | 
ſerves t, admits of degrees. Neither, I 


think, is there an abſolute neceſſity of con- 


cluding it from what our Saviour ſays IL and 


Phil ii. 6. + See ble Dr. Whitby. on 


the place, and Dr. Di s anſwer to Dr. Clark, 4 True 
narrative of the Be F di 37 miniſters at 


Du 6 205 ga! inſt E. page 40, | John x. 30. 
| 1 my 
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e 
my Father are ones Becauſe, the unitarian Ex- 
poſition of theſe words of a unity of conſentand 


agreement, muſt be allowed to bid as fair for 
being the true Ine, as the Trinitarian inter pre- 
tation of em, 72. of unity of nature and 


eſſence: Since 8. Jabn himſelf has usd the 
word in the former ſenſe; and more than fo, 
has plainly determin'd that this is the nature 


of that unity, that there is between the Fa- 


ther and the Son *; whereas the latter is a 
dark, myſterious, metaphyſical interpreta- 
tion, which neither the nature of things, nor 


the analogy of ſcripture makes NxckSSAR Y, 


nor the uſe of the phraſe in that ſenſe in o- 


ther places of the New Teſtament. Or, fi. 


nally, Is the ſupreme and independent deity 


of Chriſt a conſequence of theſe words of 
St. Paul, of . whom as concerning the fleſh 
 Chrift« 712 1050 is over all, Gop bleſſed - for 


ever +? If it be a juſt, it cant be fo plain 


and unavoidable a conſequence,” as every 


honeſt. man muſt ſee: n the title 


Gop is attributed to inferior beings, angels; 
and magiſtrates. And the ſame Apoſtle hath 


aſſerted, that tho Chiſt be Gan over all; 


yet tis mani felt, that is, to the reaſon and 
common ſenſe of mankind, that be 7 is excepted 


who did put all things under hin . 'or made 
him Gop and Lord over all. I may add to 
this n "tank # 'tis a ; matter of, nice debate, n whe- 


* vu xvii, 11. "4 Rom: ix. 5 4 ciner. 


. E 2 ther 


050 7s over all. Gop 5 
am at a laß te think wike- the paſſages of 
ſeripture are, from whence it will appa 


believe, I may ſpare 


15 28 3 5 


1 cher the words the to. be read us in our 
| tranſlation, or ua doxelogyte th 


groan: eggs 1 


Of hom as runct 


V and undeniably follow „ beyond the poſ- 
fibility of 3 plauſible 1 
Holy Ghoſt is moſt hi gh Gp. "And, I 


ry. pains of looking 


for them, withite giving much offence ; 


7 fince there are'yery few hn feem overſond 


of entring upon that argument. 


Upon che whole, tis not coprelly alerted 


n ſcripture, that 'the Father, Son, and:Holy 
| Ghoſt are the one ſupreme Gop; and we C 
have ſeen that it is not a neceſſary andunavoid- 
Able conſequence from ſer 
That tis not a conſequenee ſo Inapoidables as 
chat every ſincere and im partial man muſt ſee 
it; desde the unitarians, 9 {et it, 

1 (many of vrhom are men of ee 
e judgment) have given the world 


ſes, 


fs of their impartiality and inte. 
08 reaſonably be defir'd ; and conſe- 


” quently it cannot be a fundamental: ſince 


very fundamental doctrine muſt be n 


5 y reveal d, is to be obvious, not e 


1 — nates ſhe rebar may ae Jabber: this 


| latter reading, may conſult Mr. Whiton 5 . 


Chriſtianity, vol. 4. % 
th iſe 


< 2+) 
wits and learned, but even to-vulgar aindeys 
os 1 3 before T cloſe this 
| 4 I 
| 2 e Sr, nd Fwy ef im- 
| poflible to be Fut in my fenſt ; For what» 
ver is, is either a being of ätlelf, or an . 
tribute, mode, or zelation of To 
ay vum by three ſomewhats, arc meant three | 
attributes only, is to make three attributes ta 
be the whole divine nature with all its attri- 
| butes; Which is 4 oontradictiont An us 
reaſdn can be aflign'd-why creryattribute. of 
Bop ſhou'd not be a diſtinct a well as 
cheſe three, be they felEexiftence;or wiſdom, _- 
or power, or whatever.elſe youpledſe. ' To | 
ay d by L 
and dhe fame divine being, under three dif 
ferent relations and modes of exiſtence, is to 
85 deftroy — exiſtence of the * 
Spirit, and is contrary to many 
of Eeripture, where 2 proper- 
ties arg aſcribd to each of them . But if 
cheſe three ſomewhats are three beings of 
themſelves, as yan 8 are not 
1 properties, modes, or relations; 
aw. neceſſity be three diſtinct c 
affect which, is to ſubvert the grand founda- 
tion of RELATE ann uu. that 


* Ane, avid. 19. wi. abs x96 18. Ch, vi 
77 Ch. wi. 9 _Y 35, Mes e 
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there is but one Gop®. ::To'this/-it be 


ſaid, that the doctrine of the / Trinity is an 


unintelligible, i INCC mnprehe ble myſtery, and 
that therefore it may be true, tho*wecan't 


ſee how it can be. 2 og et we ſee 


from hence, how tis poſſible Got an honeſt 
man to think the propoſition falſe and abſurd: 

And ſince all thoſe ſcriptures which are 
urg d as proofs of it are capable of ani 


and different interpretation, how ſuch a one 
may be induc d by this reaſoning, be it either 
1 Juſt or ſophiſtical, to embrace the contrary 
opinion, conſiſtently N the ſtrifteſt Prin- 


ciples of ſincerity. ift ? om add 

2. Suppoſing the Triniorian Joftrine- to 
be clearly reveal d, tis no fundamental, un- 
leſs it d e term of happineſs 


in the New Teſtament. But W is not 
the caſe: If it were, it might he eaſily prov'd 
to be ſo, by producing the paſſage, or paſ- 


ſages, where tis expreſly ſaid, that whoever 
believes that the Father, Son, and Spirit is 
the one only living and true Gop, ſhall be 
ſav d; and whoever: believes not this, ſhall be 


| A or ſomewhat to the ſame effect, as 
full and expreſs as e is. "Tis ſo far from it, 


- Feen would ee nore Ro this Fry _ conſult 
the: nature and conſequences of Enthuſiaſm. confider'd ; 
which is a pamphlet that I dare fay will be ever unan- 
fewer 4. And I take this opportunity of publickly thank- 
ing its honeſt and ingenious author th the minent er- 
the uta cauſes 


that 


vice be wa done to chriſtianity, an 
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chat the contrary 18 plainly. demonſttable 
from the holy ſcriptures. For the Evange- 
Ufſt Like; in the preface to his goſpel, plainly 
intitnates, that: 15 contains all the neceſſary 
| parts! of the chriſtan faith *: Foraſmuch as 
many have taken in hand to ſet forth in order 
4. declaration or ho THINGS which ARE 
MOST: Sun⁰¹LA N believd; amongſt us, &. it 
ſfeem d goud to me alſo, having ad perfect un- 
derflanding. of ALL THINGS: from: the very 
firft,c to urite unto thee IN ORDER, | moſt ex- 
cellent Theaphilus, bat thou may ſt know the 
certainty f THOSE. THINGS wherern thou baſt 
on inſirufted. And St. Paul ſeems to mean 
this, when he ſays ＋. Gop will judge the ſe- 
 crets of . men according to my goſpel: For the 
goſpel of St. Luke was writ by the direction, 

and under the influence of this Apoſtle. And 
uſebius mentions a tradition which they had, 
that St. Paul always ſpoke of it in Ain man- 
ner, whenever he referr d to it ++. If fo, 
in thoſe words he makes it the rule of judg- 
ment; and conſequently ſuppoſes. it to be a 
perfect rule. If then in this goſpel, all 
things en to be believed are compre- 

hended; 3 t of. doctrine, a belief of 
which is not 2 made a condition of future 
happineſs, ought to be urg d by chriſtians as 
indiſpenſably neceſſary in — ages up- 
on each other. oo. now this ee 


* 607258. „ Ken i. 16 ff Bel. 


5 (to Martha) Jan . reſurrettion and ths. 
unis bim, 


2 


„ 


the father; 2 
the one God, is not only not lar d herein 
w bean article o chriſtian faith; hut 


here is: ſcarce Zy thing fad aboite the Deiry 
beer and Spirit; nor ate here by far 


h and exaſtec things ſpoken of ther, | 
a in parts of the chriſtian =veltic "IT 
Fiarther, all the faith which Chriſt and his 
A made neceſfary to filvation; whien 

they preach'd to the wi 


y - who believ'd the 

Gop- and Pather of our Lord eſus to be the 

fary when they preach breach d .o che Centiles *) 

. kim to be the Son of Gopz 

the promis d — corme- in the fleſh, the 
Saviour and King of the world; and conſe 

ly none beſides: THIs PATTH-15 neceſſa- 


Nan indifpantable. © + hr ſaid unto ler 


ry and ĩ 


fe, &c. whoſoever li vet amd believeth in n. 
Hull never die; believeſt thow this? She ſaith 
yea, "Lord, I believe; that thou art 
tbe Clviſt the San of Gen, which: ſhow'd come * 
into the world. And wie are told, ++ that 
great end of the miracles which our 
bleſſed Saviour wrought, was to convined 
the world; that he was the Son of Gop; as a 
_ fire way to eternal life. 'Again, *4 . 
On ne rn 


* Tobn xvii. | + 8 4 . 
7 31. 6 72 TI ; cle iv. 27 


which I anſwer, that a conſequential de- 


0 330 
Go dwelleth in him, and he in God. Whit -— 
can be more plain than this? „ 
We may like wiſe obſerve; that the preach. * 
ing of the Apoſtles, of which we have an 
account in the Ads, was deſfign'd to con 
vince men of this one thing, That Jeſus was - 
the Meffias. This was the ſum of St. Peters 
firſt ſermon, by which he converted near 
three thoufand- Thergfore let all the boufe 
of Iraet know afſuredly, that Gon hath made 
that ſame Feſus whom ye have cruciſed, "both 
Lord inf Chriſt. His ſermon to the Jews in 

the third chapter was to the ſame purpoſe. 
And we are told at once, what was the con- 
rinitraf ſubject of their preaching, + and daily 
in the temple, and in every houſe; they od - 
not to teach and preach Jeſus Chrift.- 
But here, rhaps, it will be hhedde 
that tho the Trinifarian notion be not made 
in direct terms abſolutely neceffary to ſalva- 
tion, in the ſacred writings; yet tis thus ne- 
ceffary by confequence : Becauſe; the con 
trary is + conſequential denying what the 
ſcripture makes neceſfary to ſalvation. To 


niaF of it; is no denial of it at all, unleſs a 
perſon ſee, and take the conſequence; But 
how is it a conſequential denial of What the 
ſcripture makes neceflary ? Why thus: Up- 
on "OP Unitarian fans tvs 2 2 7 Om "OT 
b ee © Þ 05. . n 
. 
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be the Redeemer and Saviour of the. word, 
or a 2 ſacrifice for the ſins of men; 
which is the foundation of the chriſtian co- 
venant, and conſequently muſt be neceſſary 
to be believ d. For ſin being of infinite ma- 
lignity, becauſe committed againſt a being of 
infinite and unlimited perfections, and Gop's 
juſtice obliging him to demand a ſtrict equi- 
valent, ſatisfaction cou'd never be made by 
any beneath the ſupreme Gop himſelf. To 
which I anſwer, that the main foundations 
of this objection are falſe; which entirely 
deſtroys the force of it, vis. That every ſin 

is of infinite malignity, and that Gop's Ju- 
ſtice oblig'd him to demand a ſtrict equiva- 
lent; for if all fins are infinite, all fins. are 
N equal; ' (unleſs we ſuppoſe one infinite to be 


greater than another ;) and if they are all of 


equal malignity, then to fin with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs and delight, againſt the ſtrongeſt 
' convictions, the higheſt degrees of light and 
knowledge, and the moſt forcible motives 
and obligations to obedience, are no aggrava- 
tions of a crime; nor do they encreaſe its 
' guilt, Not can we, upon this ſuppoſition, 
ever account for the different degrees of mi- 
ſery and torment in hell: Becauſe, every fin 
being infinitely evil, and conſequently deſery- 
ing miſery infinite in duration, and as great 
in degree as human nature is capable of ſuf- 
fering, the dernerit of one offence can be no 

| bun than of another; nor can it poſſibly 


18 
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require a more intenſe puniſhment. And 1 
very much queſtion, whether the greateſt. 
ſins that have ever been' committed, wers 
not {till capable of farther aggravations. "Tis 
paſt diſpute, that the greateſt part of thoſe 
offences, which mankind daily commit, are, 
and conſequently they cannot be of infinite 
malignity : Becauſe their malignity i is capable 
of being increas d and heighten j. 
To the other thing, vig. That Gov's in- 
finite * juſtice oblig d him to demand a ſtrict 
equivalent, I have this to ſay, That 3 
governing juſtice, confider'd as it relates to 
the diſpenſing rewards and puniſhments, —— 
nothing at all to do in this matter: For, tho 
it obliges him to reward all thoſe who are 
obedient, as he has promis d to do; ſince tis 
EY their 1 and Wen right ths 
25 t as 


„t infinite juſtice is b ata, fer plainly prov'd * 
+ In this marginal note of the author's there is evident - 
ly a reference intended to ſome particular writer, which. 
| has by ſome means or another been left incompleat. But, 
Tam almoſt tempted to think, that it is not only incom- 
pleat, but likewiſe, thro” the error of the preſs, both 
wrongly placed, and in expreſſion different from what 
the author deſigned. I am apt to imagine, that it 
ſhould” have been inferted at the cloſe of the . 

paragraph, and that inſtead of infinite juſtice” w | 

ſhould read „ infinite ſin; which is po OR is 
abſurdity, tho? infinite juſtice can no more be thought 
ſo than infinite goodneſs, mercy, power or wiſdom. If 
indeed by infinite juſtice be meant God's demanding in- 
finite ſatisfaction for the offences of his creatures, whoſe 
_ crimes mult neceſſarily be * this may well be called 

21 t | 2 ; | | an 
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thus rewar ded, and what they may ; humbly 
celaim conſequent upon his promiſe ; yet cer- 
tainly it lays him under no obligation to ex- 
cecute the penalty annex d to His laws, or to 
puniſh ſinfal men in full, and rigorous pro- 
portion to the deſert of their iniquities: For, 
to whom wou'd he be unjuſt, if he ſhou'd 
not act thus? Without all queſtion not to 
the ſinners: And if not to them, none of his 
ſubjects beſides have any reaſon to complain; 
becauſe he is gracious and merciful, kind and 
forgiving. By Gop's juſtice then, as con- 
cern d in this affair, muſt be meant his ju-k 
ſtice to his being, and attributes, to his eſſen- 
tial purity and rectitude, and his wiſdom as 
a governor. And then it comes all to this, 
_ - that Gop, as a holy and wile governor, who 
muſt ever be ſuppos'd forward to take the : 

beſt meaſures to ſupport the dignity of his 
cCrovn, the honour of his government, and 


an abſurdity ; becauſe ſuch a demand would in reality | 
de infinite injuſtice. Vet, as this is the crude ide, 

V bich ſeems by ſome to have been affixed to theſe terms, 1 

8 perhaps it is the ſenſe, in which they are here to be un- 
derſtood. And if fo, it is not improbable, that the par- 
ticular. author intended to be referr'd to, is Mr. Emlyn, 

in his Examination of Mr. Leſlie's laſt Dialogue, Vol. I. 

| of his Trat?s, p.235—281, Or ſhould we admit the 
above - mentioned alteration of the terms, this may ſtill 

be the piece to which the note was deſigned to refer; as 


as & © + 


will appear from. p. 271, 2, 3, And thus much it may 


? 


ſuffice to.have hinted to the judicious and candid reader. 
PAs fs 40 J e ao 1c {IAG 
o PAT My 1 a | f the 
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the happineſs. of his ſubjects, cou d not par- 
don the ſins of men, and receive them into 
favour, unleſs ſome ſuch honourable amends 


were made for their breach and violation of 
his laws, as wou'd convince the world how 
much he favour'd virtue, and reſented vice, 
and reſtrain them from preſumptuous hope 
and confidence in his mercy, whilſt they 
continu d in the practice of ſin. And there- 
fore whatever wou d anſwer thoſe: valuable 
and important. ends, be it equivalent to the 


ſufferings of all mankind, as the deſert of 
ſin, ox not, muſt be look d 5 0 5 
ſatisſaction. 


And now, what 8 give his treats; A 


 Clearer notion of his awful Choline, and irre- 
| concileable abhorrence of fin and vice, or cut 


off from them more effectually all expecta- 
tions of impunity, if they continu'd to lead 


Irregular and wicked lives, than his deliver- 


ing up the brightneſs of his glory, and the ex- | 


preſs image of bis perſon, hrs only begatten and 


avell-beloved Son to death for their tranſgreſ- 


ſions? His not receiving them into favour, 


But upon à condition ſo full of dread and 


terror, as was the inconceivable abaſement, 
vaſt and unuſual ſufferings of that glorious 
and exalted Being, who next to himſelf was 
the moſt. rais'd and ſuper- eminent perſon in 
the univerſe, the head of the creation, and 
vaſtly. ſuperior. to the moſt excellent of the 


angelica order? * muſt be a more ter- 
5 rible, 
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rible, and flagrant demonſtration of his in- 

flexible and ſpotleſs purity, than cou d poſ- 
ſibly be afforded upon the Tyinitarian 
ſcheme; wherein a human ſoul incompre- 
henſibly inferior to the Arian logos is the 
only ſufferer; the divine nature being immu- 
tably happy, and conſequently not ſuſceptible 

of affliction and pain: And the ſufferings f 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus muſt be as far at leaſt, 
as thoſe of the Logos, from being a ſtrict 
equivalent. Farther indeed they cou d not 
be; for both are ſuppos d to be but finite 
beings ; tho' one much above the other, and 
fo. equally uncapable of infinite ſuffering in 
degree. And therefore, upon both ſchemes, 
fince the ſupreme Gop is impaſſible, if ſuf- 
 ferings of this kind were ſtrictly and indiſ- 
penſably neceflary, tis impoſſible any ſatiſ- 
faction ſhoud be made, but all mankind muſt 
have periſh'd. And finally, if every fin be 
infinitely evil, and God's juſtice conſtrain'd- 
him to demand infinite ſatisfaction : If the 
Creator and his creatures cou'd be reconcil'd. 
on no other terms but theſe ; ſuch 'a recon- 
ciliation muſt have been impracticable upon 
both ſchemes, for this reaſon alſo: viꝝ. Be- 
cauſe, ſuppoſing the ſufferings of Chriſt to 
be of infinite worth, they wou d be ſufficient: 


to atone but for one ſin; and if no more 


than a certain determinate number, elected 
from all eternity, out of the maſs of man- 
kind, were to be ſav'd, there muſt have 
N | been 
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been as many infinite beings to ſuffer, a - 
they had committed ſins, which. are more 
than the CHRISTIAN and PAGAN theology 
together can furniſh us wit. 

1 hope, by this time, I have plajoly 
prov'd, that upon the Unitarian. principles, 
ſuch ſatisfaction might be made to Gop. for 
mens tranſgreſſion of his laws, and con- 
tempt of his authority, as wou'd be honour- 
able to his perfections, preſerve and eſtabliſh 
the reputation of his government amongſt 
men; that he might as well, Ar LEAST, 
upon their principles, as on thoſe of the ox- 
THopox, where atonement muſt, be made 
by an inferior nature, be juft to his glory and 
excellence, and the rights of his ſovereignty, 
and the juſtifier of thoſe who believe in Jeſus; 
and - conſequently, that they do not deſtroy 
that fundamental article: of the CHRISTIAN. 
RELIGION, the ſalvation of. a loſt world by 
Feſus Chrift ty 

It may be ſaid farther, that to worſhip 
_ Chriſt upon the Unitarian ſcheme, is IpoL A- 
TRY, Which is a fundamental error; and 
therefore, that the ſcheme itſelf is an error 
in fundamentals. To know whether it be 
ſo or no, tis neceſſary that we ſtate the no- 
tion of idolatry. Idolatry is either giving ſu- 
preme, and abſolutely divine honours. to a 
created and inferior being; or giving any in- 
ferior worſhip to him, without a politive 
command, or ordination from Gop. _ 

; at- 


5 K. 

latter, as well as the former of thieſe, is 
idolatry; and tis only upon this ſtate of it 
that we do, or can charge the Papisrs 
with it, for giving ſubordinate regions ho- 
nours to angels, and departed ſaints. Tis 
likewiſe for this reaſon, that the Mrarlites 
worſhipping the golden calf, is repreſented 
as idolatry *: For tho' they were naturally a 
dull, heavy people, it can't be imagin'd that 
they were ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, and utterly 
abandon'd of reaſon, as to think that fictitious 
image, the work of their own hands, to be 
he very ſelf-exiſtent Jehovah,” who brought 
them out of Egypt, and had fo miraculouſly 

conducted them through the red ſea, &c. or 
that they defign'd it for any thing but a me- 
dium, thro which to convey their ſupreme 
adoration and reſpect, to the ultimate object 


» 


of it, the Gop or IsRAEL. e 
Now the worſhip which the Unitarians 
pay to Chriſt, is not of the higheſt kind; 
nor properly ſpeaking, divine; becaufe, tis 
all referr'd ultimately to his Gop and Father. 
Whereas, the proper worſhip of the ſupreme 
Gop muſt reſt, and fix in himſelf, and can't 
be referr'd ultimately to any other ; becauſe 
there is no being ſuperior to him; and con- 
ſequently, it can't be idolatry in that ſenſe of 
the word, vis. Giving ſupreme and abſolute 
divine honours to a created, inferior being. 


** Eſal. evi. 19, 20. 


Nor 
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Nor can it be ſo in the latter acceptition af 
it, . Giving inferior worſhip to ſuch a 
being, without a command, or ordination 
from Gop; becauſe, they have both com- 
mand and precedent in the holy ſcriptures, 
for that worſhip and religious reſpect, which 
ey offer to Chriſt. And certainly, the moſt 
high 'Gop, without any. real . — of 
his eſſential, incommunicable glory, may or- 
der an inferior being, to receive inferior 
worſhip, which redounds ultimately to his 
bwn glory, and ſo is an ee of 
his unrivall d, and unparallell'd excellence. 
And it can't be call'd giving bis honour s 
anurher; becauſe, tis no honour, but a diſ- 
grace, and diſparagement t. him, to offer 
him any worſhip of an inferior degree, and 
which does not terminate in himſelf. . Here 
then we fee a plain reaſon, why the Papiſts 
ure idolaters, and the Unitarians are not 
ſo, vic. Becauſe the former pay religious 
worſhip to ſaints and angels, without any 
command, or ordination from Gop; the 
latter do not aſcribe ſupremely divine ho- 
nours to the Son, which would be 2 ; 
and have the command of the Father, who 
alone they acknowledge as theigne:Gop f 
the univerſe, for giving | him inferior wor- 
ſhi 
; Org the: worſhip ds" 18 given to 
Chriſt by the unitarian doctrine, is no mere 
_—_ what his office, and the relation he 
; G ſtands 


_— 

ſtands in to us wou d demand, and indiſpenſa - 
bly oblige us to, if we knew nothing at all of 
his nature; and conſequently cannot be ido- 
latry merely upon the account of his being a 


deriv'd, dependent, and ſubordinate: being: 


For inſtance, as he is our mediator, we are 
bound to pray to him, to intercede for us 
with the Father; as he is our exalted Savi- 
our, we ought to praiſe him, and aſeribe 
glory to him, provided it be 20 the glory of 
be Father. If we believe Gop hath ac- 

cepted his death, as a ſufficient ſatisfaction 
for our breach of his law, we cannot but 
truſt in him for pardon and ſalvation, and we 
can't but love him, next to the ſupreme 
_ Gop, above all other beings, who next to him, 


has been our beſt friend, and higheſt bene- 
factor. And I will be bold to ſay, that what- 


ever be the reaſon of it, the worſhip preſcrib- 
ed by the goſpel, is no other than can very 
well be offer d upon unitarian principles, it 
being of the Father as the ultimate object of 
it *, through the mediation of the Son, in, 
or by the Holy Ghoſt +. There is no wor- 
ſhip paid to Chriſt as ſupreme Gop, none 
- terminating ultimately in HIM; none but 


what is referr'd 'to the F ather K. And Par- 


* John iv. 23. | Eph. hit. 14. - + John xvi. 235 
24. Rom. viii. 26. Eph. it. 18, Heb, IV. 14, 1 53 16. 


1 Phil. ii. 11. n 
ticularly, 
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ticularly, the doxologies which are addreſs d 
to him, are never upon the account of his 
independent Deity, ſelf- origination, or natu- 
ral ſovereignty over the creatures; but only 
upon the account of the unſpeakable grace, 
expreſsd in his humiliation, and death, for 

the ſake of mankind, and the regal authority 
he exerciſes'as mediator ® r. 
And even where all men are commanded 
to honour the Son , even as they honour the Fa- 
ther; the foundation of it is not his neceſlary 
_ exiſtence, or any original right, which he 
had to the ſervices of rational beings; but 
that power and authority he receiv d from the 
Father . Farther, the Holy Ghoſt is never 
3 directly  worſhipp'd, either by invocation, 
I prayer, thankſgiving, or doxology ; becauſe 
be is always repreſented as Chriſt's miniſter, 
1 and never as inveſted with dominion, ſove- 
J reignty, or regal authority. x.. 
* Upon the whole matter, this propoſition, 
That he Father, Son, and Spirit, are the one 
ſupreme Being, is not a fundamenial of chriſ- 
tianity; becauſe tis not ſo clearly reveal d, 


74 * 2 Pet. iii. 18. ; Rev. i. 55 6. Ch. V. I2, 125 14. 
N Ch. vii. 103 Which are all the doxologies evidently and 
indiſputably directed to Chrift in the New Teflament. 
+ Kew, as truly. See John xvii: 11. Eph. v. 25. 
Where the ſame word is us d, to confirm this interpreta» 
tion. Mr. Leigh in his Critica Sacra ſays, Kad eff 
ſimilitudinis adverbium. It noteth an equity, and like 
equality ; not an equality, In particul. Tad. 
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is to be obvious to every fincere; ſerious en- 
quirer after truth, of ordi city, 
even to men of good 2 — ag 
Nor is it determin'd to be a doctrine of chat 
importance, (which is another nece 
mark of a fundamental, ) in the written re- 
cords of our religion, which contain a com- 
leat ſyſtem both of chriſtian principies and 
praclice. | 
And this confideration Is as ſtrong a mo- 
tire to peace and union among chriftians, as 
any thing can be ſuppos d to be : And Tam 
fate as ſcaſonable ; when what is really and 
truly a fundamental of chriſtianity, the great 
law of love and charity, that PECOLIAR 
precept of the goſpel, in the obſervation of 
which conſiſts ſo great a part of the perfec- 
tion of human nature, is ſo tranſgreſs 
violated, under pretence of obeying another 
precept of it, viz, Contending earneflly for the 
faith once delivered to the ſaints, What 
ſhou'd hinder, but that they who have all 
the faith, which is neceffary to qualify 
them for a participation of r chriſtian 
reward, and are ſincere and conſtant in all the 
Auties of a holy life, ſhou'd mutually careſs 
and embrace each other, notwithſtanding 
any difference of ſentiment about matters © 
leſſer moment and concern, points of diſput- 
able opinion ? And particularly with refe- 
rence to church communion, I can't ſee any 
reaſon why the preſent debates about the 
| Horx 


each other peaceably. 


cercatures ought not to be more vi 
their Om! 
to bear with one another's unavoidable im- 


will not deal too firietiy and ſeverely with 
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(43) 
HoLy TIN ITT ſhould make chriſtians ſet 
pp altar againſt altar, or refuſe to aſſemble in 
one place of worſhip, and communis: 

5 Bath parties believe 
all the neceſſary articles of chriſtian doctrine; 
and therefore, as many amongſt either of 
them, as. haue therr ae becoming 
the goſpel, will be accepted by the judge of 
quick and dead, and rewarded at the coming of 
the day of Gon; when there will be large 


allowances made for the weakneſs of our un- 
derſtandings, and the neceſſary defects of our 
knowledge in this ſtate of immaturity and 


darknefs, And certainly poar fallible Gnful 
gorous than 
ſcient and righteous creator; but 


ctions, as each expect to be borne with 
by their fellow chriſtians; and that Gop 


them at the day of recompence. Thoſe who 


may, and muſt dwell together in one 
| heaven, ought to own themſelves of one 
church here upon earth. Thoſe who ac- 


knowledge ons Gop, who is the F _ -o 


them all, and the Father of our Lord 
_ Chriſt, one hope of their 3 one Lor. 


King, to whom they are in ſubjection, = 


him whom the Father hath exalted to be a 


rince : Who have one faith-as to eſſentials, 


And one baptiſm into the name of the Father, 


the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, ought not to be 
bagkward to make one ſociety, one commu. 
| 9 nity, 


bi (6460 
nity, or body. For tis no light matter, but 
what men will never be able to anſwer in the 
face of their judge, and before the awful and 
holy congregation of angels and ſaints, to 
reject thoſe: as unworthy chriſtian: communi- 
on, and upon a level with infidels, who are 
precious in Gop's fight, whom he knows'to' 
be ſincere and upright in heart and life, and 
will at laſt: commend and crown; or to 
ſhut thoſe out of the church, and deny them 
the privileges they have a right to, as good 
chriſtians, who will be admitted into heaven. 
This 1s the very reverſe of the practice of 

the primitive chriſtians. For tho they, as 

well as we, could not but have different no- 
tions of many things; (mens underſtandings, 
and conſequently their apprehenſions of que- 
ſtions which admit of debate, having ever 
been almoſt as various and different as their 
faces) yet they met together in common for 
the worſhip of Gop *, being of one heart and 
one ſoul f. i. e. unanimous in love and bro- 
therly affection. And St. Paul prays, that 
thoſe whom he ſuppoſes of different ſen- 
timents about matters of doubtful diſputa- 
tion, might be of one mind, i. e. agree in 
charity and mutual forbearance, tho they 
could not in opinion. 4 Now the God of pa- 


fience, who bears with his creatures, not- 


withſtanding the vanity of their thoughts, and 
the weakneſs of their reaſonings, grant you ta 
be like minded, i. e. to be of the ſame. diſpa- 
Aut ii. 44, 46. f Chap. iv. 32. f Rom. xv. 5, 6. 
+ oe ELaG : tion 


(47) 
fition towards one another, according to Jeſus 
Chriſt, his direction and example, ae you 
may with one mind, and one mouth, -glorsfy 
God, even the. Father of F our Lord Feſus Grih, 
i. e. that this patient and ſubmiſſive temper 
of mind may incline you, norwithſianding 
our ſeveral views of things, to join to- 
gether in worſhipping the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: He adds, 
* Wherefore receive one another to chriſtian 
communion, uſing compaſſion towards thoſe 
that are weak, as Chriſt has in receiving us, 
with all our weakneſſes and follies, to tbe 
ghry of God. And this ſame Apoſtle ex- 
horts the Corinthians +, 10 be of one mind, and 
live in peace, i. e. not to be of the ſame ap 
prehenſions about every thing in chriſtianity, 
} for that, tho it were deſirable, yet was not 
in their power, and ſo could not be the ſub- 
. ject of an exhortation; but, when they 
| could not have uniformity of judgment, not 
4 to let that break the peace of the church, or 
q be the occaſion of diviſions, and of their 
forming themſelves into diſtin& parties and 
factions, which muſt needs give the world a 
very odd notion of the religion they profeſs d, 
and prejudice the minds of * that were 
without againſt it. 
I am loath to ſay it, tho it be * chat 
| thoſe who ini moſt on the tr and 


ft 


# * 
8 - I = - D b | > COW — 
7 . — Eh, tb SE CT . = + - >, — 
_ 5 — - 7. = ** 
- == 2 — == - 2 7 r = REES 
= = — 4 — — = 2 - oe — AHL — —65 = = a add 
- — = = — n 2 itt =... x 1 0” 
2 = — = Y _ 2 5 . 22 1 =_ - 
* FF > — by 23 S 
- * = 2 b — * = = : Re 
a — * — E nz Wn 


A 


_ = — "> \ 
ce rw e — — * — I 4 


—— 

— 

2 Em 
r 


n 
r 


"PE r rc a Gs 
8 N 3 FR” * 5 ee 3 5 2 3 
RO 1 5 wy -- BA 1 2 2 . I 4 I 8 bo 3 1 22 


0 " Fr 7. | + 2 Ger xl 13. 


; 6: pu- 


-._ Fs 
purity of their faith, in the point now eotiz 
reſted, are leaſt diſpos'd to obſerve theſe 
healing precepts of the Apoſtle, and follow 
thoſe patterns of humility and peace, which 
were ſet them by the-chriſtian church in its 
firſt and pureſt ages. I hope the reaſon why 
they give ho greater evidence of the good- 
neſs of their forth by their works, is their 
thinking their adverſaries to be in a funda- 
mental error; and that therefore as ſoon as 
they are convinc'd of their miſtake, they 
will live in love with them as brethren. For 
what tho' the wmzerian notion be (accord< 


ing to your preſent thoughts) an infinite diſ- 


paragement to the bleſſed Jeſus; yours muſt 
be thought by tem altogether as injurious to 
the honour of the Father, fo that you both 
ſtand in equal need of each other's charity. 
And as Gop knowing their hearts, and that 
they love the Lord Jeſus Obriſt in finceri- 
fy, and would not willingly derogate from 

| his. honour for ten thouſand worlds, pi- 
ties them, and forgives the error of their un- 
derſtandings: So ought you to receive, and 
own, and honour them for the ſtrength -of 
their love to God and Chriſt, notwithſtand- 
ing the weakneſs of their faith, and the ſup- 
pos d malignancy of their prmciples : For tis 


very often a reaſonable thing, and a duty, 


to diſtinguiſſi between perſons and their prin= 
ciples, and to eſteem, and love, and look 
upon the former with pleaſure, while we re- 
24 nounce 


£049) 
nounce, abhor, and tremble at the thoughts 
of the latte. 10 3 
The caſe is not exactly the A wich re- 
lation to communion between chriſtian 
ple and their miniſters. For I grant there 
are ſome errors which are not fundamental, 
which will warrant their diſcharging them, 
or ſeparating from them: But then they are 
only ſuch as relate to the public worſhip, of 
which they are the directors and managers, 
and make Pra impoſſible for them to join in it 
without 4 their own conſciences, 
and offending Gock; or elſe ſuch as ſtrike at 
the root of practical godlineſs, and deſtroy 
the indiſpenſable obligations to religion, and 
a holy life. Of the former ſort are thoſe er- 
rors of the Papiſis, which make them read 
their prayers in an unknown tongue, by which 
an unlearn'd chriſtian can never be edify d; 
and frequently addreſs themſelves in their 
public liturgy, to angels and ſaints, as media- 
tors between God and us, or onions for 
us with the grand mediator ; their doctrine 
about the manner of celebrating the Eucha- 
riſt, &c, Of the latter ſort is the error of the 
Antinomians, that men may be united to 
Chrift, while they continue in ſin *, and that 
tis not neceſſary in order to ſalvation , that 
they leave it afterwards, (tho they are bound 
to doit in gratitude) for tis one of their 
principles, that nothing that was ever a mem- 


5 Shepherd's Sound Bel, 5. 321, $0, 77, G0. 
H ber 


(8) 
ber of. Chriſt can be loſt | ta eternity. And 
thoſe errors which make no alteration in: the 


chriſtian-worſhip, and have very little, if any, 


vate-chriſtian ;* and a ſeparation. upon the ac- 
count of them, is a cauſe leſs unjuſtifiable; 
diſſolving a relation which is very ſacred and 
important. For if a ſeparation be warrant 
edi by difference in judgment, between mini- 
mene e one ſuch dilpucable 
point, Ican t ſee but it muſt be warranted by 
lrfeener im judgment about any; which 
will deſtroy all order and regularity, and in- 
troduce ;ncvitablc confuſio 


that can be taken to prevent it. 
Of this latter ſort I take the error of the 


Uumtarians to be; (if it be an error) it makes 
no change in goſpel worſhip, ſince tis 


ſcarce diſputed, whether their worſhip be 
ſtrictly and exactly ſcriptural, vig. Of the 


Father ultimately thro! the Son, as media- 


tor, by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; 
and it can have no ill influence upon prac- 


tice, becauſe the Umtariansare, upon their 


oxen principles, under immenſe and bound- 
| Jeſs obligations to Chriſt, (tho' engag d to love 
the Father alone ſupremely) and are oblig d ta 


jove him incomprehenfibly: above this werde, 


and . its een, and even above life 
. itſelf; 


influence on | practice, ought, I think; to be 
borne with in q miniſter, ag well as in a pri- 


vinto the churches 
of Chriſt ; ſince this frequently happens, and 
will: happen, in ſpight of all the methods 
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(3) 
itſelf z and to ſerve him to the utmoſt ct. their 
capacity, that is, to ſerve him better than an 
man has ever yet «mar e or will ever do: 
And therefore frow oentlemen at Exon; 
and the ſeven (miniſters; 285 were their di⸗ 
rectors and aſſiſtants in that bleſſed work; 


wk anſwer for their ejecting men of ſuch 


„learning, and eminent uſefulneſs,” as 

ir. Bale, and Mr. Peirce, to the ſovereign 
judge, muſt be leſt to the laſt and decifive 
day to be determin'd. I believe they would 


be put hard to it, to make a good, or even 


tolerable defence of their condug: before 
equal and impartial men. 


And now, I hope, I car anda to "the 


All-wiſe Searcher of hearts, for the ſincerity 
of my intentions in publiſhing the foregoing 


eſſay. I call him to witneſs, that tis my 


ſincere aim to reſtrain that licentious and ma- 
lignant ſpirit of cenſure, and excommunica- 
tion, which has prevail'd ſo mightily of late, 
and to revive decaying charity, (that excel- 
lent, tho neglected grace) which is the diſtin- 


guiſhing mark of a diſciple of gur Lord, 


the bond and cement of the chriſtian ſociety. 
If I offend any, I can only ſay, twas far 


from my deſigh, which was not to exaſpe- 


rate, but edify. Let no one. ſay, that the 


reaſon why I condemn reviling, hereticating, 
and anathematizing, with relation to the pre- 


Tent dif] putes, is, becauſe all the thunder and 


vengeance is leyell'd at men of my prin- 
—_ ciples : 


N. 
ciples : For, if I know any thing of my own 
heart, I am diſpos'd to cenſure xQuarty 
every degree''of intemperate heat in each of 
the contending parties. I always had, (I bleſs 
God) ever fince I began to underſtand, or 


think to any purpoſe, large and generous 


principles, and there was never any thing 


either in my temper, or education, which 
might incline me to narrowneſs and bigotry. 


And I am heartily glad of the opportunity, 


which now offers itſelf, of making this pub- 
lick, ſerious profeſſion, : that I value thoſe 


who are of different perſuaſions from me, 
more than thoſe who agree with me in ſenti- 
ment, if they are more ſerious, ſober, and 
Charitable, 8 
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when Chriſt is called the Son of God, in 
that phraſe is imply'd his being of the ſame 
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and conſequently that the belief of his hav- 


4 ſence with God, is neceſſary to conſtitute a 
man a true chriſtian, becauſe the belief of 


mim d to be fo in the holy ſcriptures &. I 
3 ſhall briefly conſider what they offer to ſup- 
4 port this wild paradox, for the ſake of thoſe 
7 plain, honeſt chriſtians, who can't diſtinguiſh 
between ſophiſtry, and good reaſoning, my- 
ſtery, and nonſenſe, not doubting at the 
ſame time but that every unbiaſs'd enquirer 
into the nature and reaſon of things, ſees it 
to be a direct and flat contradiction. 


gument put thus: Every proper, natural fon, 
Jun iii. 36, 
A = 


Was 


OME of my ict brethren, MI 
more zeal than judgment, pretend, that 


numerical nature, and eſſence with God; 


ing the ſelf-ſame, individual nature, or eſ- 


his being the Son of God is evidently deter- 


If I miſtake not, I have known the ar- 


(52). 


ciples : For, if I know any thing of my o.] n 


heart, I am diſpos'd to cenſure xqQuarty 
every degree of intemperate heat in each of 
the contending parties. I always had, (I bleſs 


God) ever ſince I began to underſtand, or 
think to any purpoſe, large and generous 


principles, and there was never any thing 


either in my temper, or education, which 
might incline me to narrowneſs and . bigotry. 
And I am heartily glad of the opportunity, 
which now offers itſelf, of making this pub- 


lick, ſerious profeſſion, ' that I value thoſe 
who are of different perſuaſions from me, 
more than thoſe who agree with me in ſenti- 
ment, if they are more ſerious, ſober, and 
charitable, _ . 


THE 
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SOME of av ilabr tent 
more zeal than judgment, pretend, that 
when Chriſt is called the Son of God, in 


that phraſe is imply'd his being of the ſame 


numerical nature, and eſſence with God; 


and conſequently that the belief of his hav- 
ing the ſelf-ſame, individual nature, or eſ- 
ſence with God, is neceſſary to conſtitute a 
man a true chriſtian, becauſe the belief of 


his being the Son of God is evidently deter- 
min'd to be ſo in the holy ſcriptures . I. 
ſhall briefly conſider what they offer to ſup- 


port this wild paradox, for the ſake of thoſe 


plain, honeſt chriſtians, who can't diſtinguiſh 
between ſophiſtry, and good reaſoning, my- 
ſtery, and nonſenſe, not doubting at the 
ſame time but that every unbiaſs'd enquirer 


into the nature and reaſon of things, ſees it 
to be a direct and flat contradiction. 


If I miſtake not, I have known the ar- 
gument put thus: Every proper, natural fan, 
John lit, 3 "mg 


o i 


8 (560 | 
is of the ſame nature with his father who 
begat him; if then Chriſt be the true and 
natural Son of God, he would have the ſame 
eſſence with God, and be, in the higheſt 
ſenſe of the word, God. But now if this ar- 
gument proves any thing, it proves more 
than they would deſire, vi. That Chriſt be- 
ing che proper and natural Son f God miſt 
have a really diſtin& nature from God, tho? 
ſpecifically the ſame, as every ſon has a really 
diſtintt nature from his father, who b p 
him, tho tpppos'd to be ſpecifically d 2 
fame, 2:4. it proves the exiftence-of two 5 
ſtinct, infinite minds, Father, and Son, 
which is an error abundantly worſe than So- 
eianiſm- itſelf, as being ſubverfive of an ac 
knowledge fundamental principle of reveal d 
. The unity of the Gopnz ap. - 
That in Chriſt's being the Son of God, is 
imphyd his being of the:fame numerical na- 
ture or eſſence with God, has been argu'd 
farther from the charge Which the Jews 
_ brought againſt him, vis. That he made 
bimſelf equal with God, becauſe he faid that 
God: was his Father x. But ſuppoſi poſing that 
the Jews thought this their charge j juſt, and 
that his calling Cod bis Father did imply in it 
a making himſelf equal: with him, was there 
a neceſſary and inſeparable connection be- 
tween their judgment, and the real truth of 
things? Or can it be prowd that” by equal 


©, John v. 18. 


with 


( 55 ) 

with God, they. meant; having the ſame in- 
dividual, Fe a. nature wa God; i. e. 
that they charg d him with making himſelf 
the e Being whom they 9 5 him 
as arrogating an equality with? In other 
words, with making himſelf one and the 
fame Being with the one ſupreme God, and 
yet another and. diſtin& Being from him ? 
But why muſt. the Jews. be thought good in- 
terpreters of our Lord's words, who were 
confeſſedly his inveterate enemies, conſtant 
peryerters of them to an ill ſenſe, whenever 
they had the leaſt colour for it, and who 
fought continually to. betray him in his. ſpeech, 
that they might find ſome matter of plauſible 
accuſation 2 him? Is it not Ercbable 
that this interpretation of theirs, was from 
ſpite and prejudice, rather than from a con- 
viction that the words really carried this 
ſenſe in them? Indeed as it happens, the an- 
ſwer which our Saviour gave to this charge, 
plainly ſhews it to have been a calumny, and 
that in theſe words, My Father worketh hither- 
to, and I work, which were the foundation of 
it, he deſign d nothing leſs than to en to 
himſelf an er with God ®, 


* p 19, and the follewing verſes, in which he diretth 
he his ſubordination to, and dependance on the Father, 
as the Son, and: conſequently denies that his words did ei- 
ther in themſelves, or according to his intention in 4 
| Kev "IVY | bas equality; with „ or r independence on: bim. 


The 


( 56 ) 

The proofs of Chriſt having the ſame nit- 
mail nature with God from his being call'd 
his Son, which I have already conſider d, are 
ſo egregiouſly trifling, that I am very willing 


to ſuppoſe, that thoſe who lay ſuch a mighty 


ftreſs upon it, have ſomewhat more ſpecious 
and plauſible to offer : And I think if it be 
any thing, it muſt be this, vir. That Chriſt 
being the proper, eternal Son of God, neceſ- 
farily begotten of him, muſt have the fame 
nature and efſence with God, and ſo be very 
and ſupreme God, becauſe no being can be 
eternal, - and neceſſary beſides the ſupreme 
God, and ſince the ſcripture has determin'd, 


that ths ſupreme being is but one, muſt live 


individually the ſame, and not a diſtinct na- 


ture from bim. 1 ſhall give my reaſons why 


I chink this argument inconcluſive. i 

The jrft is, its being founded upon a ma- 
nifeſt contradiction, the eternal, neceſſary 
generation of the Son of God. For if it 


was neceſſary from eternity to the divine na- 


ture to beget the Son, it muſt be neceſſary to 
eternity, ſince what is neceſſary to it, muſt 
be always fo, and conſequently would be al- 
ways be begetting, but never be begotten, 
And to ſay that he is begotten, is to ſay, that 
an act which is neceſſary to the divine na- 
ture, is ceagd, and diſcontinu'd, i. e. that an 


act which is neceſſary, is not neceſſary, 


which i is a contradiction 1 in terms *. 


8. 


| *- Se Chubbs's Supremacy of tbe Father aſſerted, P- 3. 
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Second), Chriſt's being the proper and na- 
tural Son of God, begotten of, or deriv'd 
from him, affords certain evidence of his not 
TE the ſarne individual nature with God. 
. Becauſe then the ſelf-fame individual 


being would be its own Father and Son, 
which is a direct and expreſs contradiction. 


For if the Son has the whole divine nature 


communicated to him by God, who upon 


that account is ſtiled his Father, he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be the ſelf-ſame being with God, 
7. e. he muſt be his own Father. This ar- 
gument holds good, whether we ſuppoſe his 


generation to have been from eternity, or in 


time, free, or neceſſary; eſpecially if we 
ſuppoſe the generation to have been neceſſa- 


ry, muſt the very act of begetting himſelf 
have been the Son's act; becauſe if this act 
be neceſſary to the divine nature, it muſt 
have been deriv'd to him together with it, and 
its other eſſential properties. 
2. Becauſe if the Son have one common 
being with the Father, the ſelf-ſame, indi- 
vidual nature muſt be deriv'd, and underiv'd, 
(or if other terms will pleaſe better) begot- 


ten, and unbegotten, which is as much a 


contradiction, as to ſay, that the ſelf- ſame 


thing! is, and is not at the ſame time. 


. If Chriſt be the proper Son of God, 


begotten of, or deriv'd from him, whether 


in a common or peculiar way, in time, or 
from eternity, he cannot be a {elf-exiſtent, 
I neceſſary 


(8) 


neceſſary being, becauſe the ſelf-exiſtent be- 


ing is only of Fe and has not his eſ- 
1900 from another; and if becauſe he is the 
Son of God, he cannot be a ſelf-exiſtent, 
neceſſary being ; ; tis evident that he is not 
the ſame in efſence, or the ſame being with 
the ſelf· exiſtent, neceſſary being, unleſs the 
ſelf-exiſtent being can be ſelf-exiſtent, and 
not ſelf-exiſtent, neceſſary and not neceſſary. 
And I will add farther, 45 

exiſtent, nor conſequently 15 he 


muſt be ſpecifically diſtin&t from the ſelf- ex- 


iſtent, AO _ 


at not being ſelf- 
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The RESURRECTION of CHRIST 1 and 
vindicated, againſt the moſt Important Ob, 
jections of the Antient Jews, or Modern 
Deiſts; and his Diſciples ſhewn to pe ſuf 
OM i * of the Fact. 
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Acts X. 40 fl 1. 


Him God raird up the third day, 


and fhew'd him openty : not to all 


before of God. 


The people, but unto witneſſes, choſen 


= | 
- | 


S the chriſtian inſtitution has all 
the neceſſary inherent characters 
and eſſential marks of a religion 
coming from God, its doctrines being per- 
fealy agreeable to all the moral perfections 


of the divine nature, and to the higheſt rea- 


ſon, and its precepts the moſt friendly to 
mankind, exactly calculated to promote the 


pes and happineſs both of particular per- 


ons, and of civil ſocieties : So is the external 
evidence for its truth, and divinity, ſufficient 
to convince every honeſt, unprejudic'd mind. 


For its facred author was attended with con- 


ſtant and numerous demonſtrations of the 


mighty power of God, working wonders by 


him, for the confirmation of his miſſion and 


doctrine; I ſay with conſtant and numerous 


demonſtrations of the mighty power of God, 
becauſe ſuch uſeful and beneficent miracles 


as 


— 


as his were, muſt have proceeded from the 

fountain of goodneſs, and can't, without the 
moſt extreme repugnaney to the nature of 
things, be attributed to the operation of evil 

ſpirits. And moreover, God not only bare 
witneſs to him by Agnus and wonders, divers 
and eminent mracles, all along from the be- 
ginning to the end of his miniſtry, but like- 
wiſe ſet to his ſeal that he ſent him, by not 
ſuffering him to be holden by the ſtrong 
bands of death, or powers of the grave, but 
reſtoring his body to life on the third day, 
which is ſuch a noble and triumphant proof 
of the excellence and divine authority of our 
holy religion, as will for ever confound in- 

fidelity, and baffle its ſtrongeſt attempts a- 

gainſt it. And therefore it well deſerves our 
care to eſtabliſh this great truth, eſpecially 

ſince tis withal a prime, fundamental ar- 
ticle of our chriſtian faith, upon which it all 
reſts; for if that perſon whom we now ac- 
knowledge as our Mafter and Lord, did not 
riſe from the dead, he muſt have been really 
(what the Jews blaſphemoufly ſtyld him) a 
falſe prophet, and 4 decerver y the people. In 
diſcourſing upon the words which I have read 
„ / OT 


* 


Firfl, Snxw, that Chriſt roſe from the 
dead on the third day, and was ſeen 
_ afterwards by certain of his followers, 


(663) 
whom God had choſen to be the ne 
ſes of his reſurrection, 


' Secpndy, T HAT his appearance aber his 
reſurrection only to ſome choſen wit- 
neſſes, and not to the rulers of the Fewiſh 
nation, or the whole body of the peo- 

ple, was a method of proceeding per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the wiſdom and 


goodneſs of divine providence. 


Bur before I enter upon the proſecution 
of my main argument, it may not be amiſs 
to enquire, Why God is here ſaid to have 
rais d up Chriſt, when in another place he 
tells the Jews he ſhould raiſe up himſelf; 
Defiroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raiſe it up, John ii. 19. meaning the temple 
of bis body, ver. 21. And the true reaſon of 
it is, Becauſe he neither did, nor could have 
done it but by a divine commiſſion, and a de- 
rivation of power from the Almighty. . This hi 
account of the matter he himſelf directs us to, 1 
Jobn x. 18. No man taketh it my life] from "hf 
ns, but I lay it down of myſelf : I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again : this commandment have J receiv d of 
my Father. And this is no other than a com- 
mon form of ſpeech, eſpecially in the ſacred 
writings, where that is frequently attributed 
to the principals, which was done by others 
une their command and direction. * 
the 
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(64 ) 


the baptiſm of the diſciples is imputed to 


Chriſt as his act, becauſe they perform'd it in 
bis name, and by his authority *®. And God 
himſelf is faid to have utter'd the law at 
Mount Sinai, Exod. xx. 1. Tho' our Saviour 
tells us in plain terms, That no man had 


Heard his voice at any time, John v. 37. And 


the author of the Epiſtle to the Hebreus ex- 
preſly ſtiles it, the word ſpoken by angels, 


Heb, u. 2. This premis'd, I proceed to my 


Firſt bend of diſcourſe, viz. To ſhow 
that Chriſt roſe from the dead on the 
third day, and was ſeen afterwards by 
certain of his followers, whom God 


had choſen to be the witneſſes of his 


reſ urrection. . 


Fi 5 Either the body remained. in the 


grave, or was taken thence by his diſciples, 


or by ſome of the unbelieving Fewws, or Gen- 
tiles, or elſe he roſe from the dead. Now 
that the body did not ſtill remain in the 


grave, is evident, becauſe then by a bare pro- 
ducing it, the Jews might have difprov'd 


the Apoſtles relation, and have expos'd the 


cheat to the world ; and doubtleſs they would 


have done it, had they been able to juſtify 


their own proceedings, in putting him to 


death, and clear themſelves from the charge 


* Compare John iii. 22, with Chap. iv. 1, 2. 
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bf. having ſhed innocent blood, even the 
blood of the Meſſias, their king, as he muſt 


have been, had this great event really hap- 
pen d according to his prediction. And they 


did in effect acknowledge, by the methods 
which they took, that his reſurrection would 
have been an undeniable proof of his divine 
miſſion, and conſequently of his being the 
Son of God ; for had they not been thus per- 


ſuaded, they would never have had recourſe 


to that vile, ſcandalous refuge, which can- 


not but expoſe them to all the ſober thinking 


part of mankind, viz. That his diſciples 


ſtole him away while the guard was aſleep. 


Now that this was given out by the Chief 
Prieſts, and the then powerful at Jeruſalem, 
and was not a falſe ſtory invented by the A- 


poſtles, is plain: For how could ſuch a no- 
torious forgery, as this muſt have been, be 


publiſh d but a few years after the fact, in the 


face of the whole Jeroiſp nation, when there 


muſt have been multitudes alive who were 
able to confute it, and prove it an impoſture, 
and they not be detected, and have their 
villainy laid open before the world? And if 


this had been done, mult it not have iſſued 


in the utter confuſion of the chriſtian ſect, 
then eaſily to be cruſh'd, becauſe in its tender 


infant ſtate ? Or at leaſt, is it not impoſſible 
but we muſt have heard ſomething of it ? 
Would it not have been objected againſt 


chriſtanity by its ancient enemies, who were 
| : oy _ ſome 


G3 - 
ſome of em men of vaſt learning, very well 


acquainted with all events of any impor- 


tance relating to it; and with every remark- 
able revolution it paſs'd through, and were un- 
queſtionably too malicious, to let ſuch a ſig- 
nal tranſaction as this would have been, paſs 
without cloſe and critical remarks upon it to 
its diſadvantage, and to the very great retard- 
ing the courſe of its conqueſts ? 


But let us a little conſider the evaſion it- 


ſelf. And it happens well for us, that as we 


Have it upon record, 'tis a thing in 'its own 
nature uncapable of any rational proof, be- 
cauſe the ſoldiers who were confeſſedly aſleep 
all the while, are the only vouchers for the 


ſtory: And I think we give as much to the 
teſtimony as it deferves, if we allow it to be 


a dream, which it muſt be own'd, 1s a good- 
ly foundation for one of the moſt ſpecious 
objections againſt chriſtanity ; for I hope to 


make it appear to-be as idle, and improbable, 


as the moſt romantic of all our night. viſions, 
| what no one can believe any thing of, who is in 
the leaſt acquainted with the neceſſary work- 
ings of human paſhons. For can we ima- 
gine that the Apoſtles would have ventured 
their lives to carry on what they knew to be 
an impoſture? Is it not more reaſonable to 
think, that if they had been perſuaded that 
Feſus was a deceiver, they would have ex- 
pos d him with the reſt of their nee. 
f than 


(67) 


chan have endeavourd to palliate a deceit, 


upon the account of which they ſuffer'd fo 
many inconveniencies and hardſhips ? The 
impoſtor had made 'em forſake their all in 
this world to follow him, which had render'd 
em contemptible in the eyes of the Jew!fþ 
nation, brought on em the hatred and diſ- 
pleaſure of their relations, and rouz'd the 


vengeance both of the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
powers againſt 'em, and therefore 'tis much 


more ſuppoſable that this would have exaſ- 


perated their ſpirits againſt him, and have 


made them join with others in branding his 


memory, than that they would undertake fo 
dangerous a taſk to keep up his credit as the 


great Prophet of God, who under the pre- 


tence and colour of friendſhip, had ruin'd 
em, and ſo had ſhown himſelf to have had 
no regard to the moſt ſacred and inviolable 


ties of honour or juſtice; and when they 
knew that the Jews would make diligent 


ſearch after the body, and poſſibly might 


find it; and that the conſequence of that 
could be nothing leſs than an infamous and 


terrible death to them, as pretending to be 
the Meſſias had been to their leader. It will 
appear much more incredible, that the A- 


ſtles ſhould attempt ſo hazardous an under- 


taking, if we conſider that they were not na- 
turally bold, enterprizing men, of undaunt- 
ed reſolution, and immovable conſtancy of 
ſoul, as they muſt have been, before they 


7 


K 2 could 


8 


5 
* 

z 
ba 
. 
* 

bd 
" 

* 
92 
. 


(68) 
could have ventured upon what carried in it 
ſo much difficulty and danger, but their ſpi- 
rits were low and abject, ſuited to the origi- 
nal,” mean, and vulgar employment, and to 
that deſpicable condition of life in which 
they had been train d up from their youth. 


They all baſely deſerted their maſter when 


he was apprehended, tho' then they had 
great hopes of preferment from him, and of 

being leading men in that glorious kingdom, 
which they thought he was about to erect; 
and can we ſuppoſe, that when theſe 
of theirs were daſh'd, they would have ef. 
ſay'd to take away his dead body which was 
guarded by foldiers, when there was the ut- 
molt riſk run of their periſhing in the at» 


tempt? But granting them to have been ſo 
abandon'd of reaſon, and fo amazingly hard- 


ned againſt the fears of the moſt dreadful 
evils of this life, and the life to come, 'as to 


undertake this: Is it poſſible, that all the 
watch, fixty-two in number, ſhould have 


been aſleep, and ſo have been unable to fruſ- 
trate the deſign? Twas not uſual for em to 


ſleep all together, when they were on their or- 


dinary fate ne; and 'tis abſolutely incredible, 
that any of them ſhould. give way to drow- 
zineſs upon ſuch an important and extraor- 


dinary occaſion, when they were waiting to 


ſee the determination of as remarkable a 


ſcene as ever had been opened within the me- 


mory of man. But not to preſs our adver- 


ſaries 
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(69) 
faries too hard, we will make another fa. 
vourable ſuppoſition, and that is, that the 
guard were all aſleep, certainly the breaking 
the ſeal, and the rolling away the ſtone, muſt 
have awaken'd ſome of em, eſpecially if we 
ſuppoſe, (which is a very natural and ob- 
vious thought,) that ſome of them lay, or 
fat againſt the ſtone, For that was the only 
way they could come at the body, becauſe 
the ſepulchre was hewn out of a new rock, 
and fo there could be no ſecret avenues or 
paſſages into it. And tis ſcarce poſſible, but 

that the Apoſtles ſhould do a great many in- 

cautious things, by reaſon of the hurry and 
confuſion they muſt be in, if we allow them 
to be of the moſt obſtinate, inflexible tem- 
pers, which would have rouz d the watch 
out of their broken, diſorder'd fleep, and 

have utterly confounded their ſchemes, And 
finally, I appeal to any reaſonable man, whe- 
ther the whole looks like the action of timo- 
rous men, who had had thoſe few ſpirits 
which were in em broken but a day or two 
before, by that ignominious puniſhment which 
was inflicted upon their maſter, and muſt 
therefore be ſuppos'd to have been in haſte to 
carry away the body. Is it not the moſt ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous thing in nature to think, 
that ſuch perſons would tarry to pull off the 
grave clothes, which would require a con- 
ſiderable time *, to lay the napkin, which 
| 4 2 DIG was 

- F Theſe grave clothes (as Dr. Nichols obſerves) vere 
- RIM a ſort 
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was about his head in one place, and the 
linnen clothes in another? And as I have 

prov'd, with relation to the diſciples of 
our Lord, that the ſuppoſition of their ſteal. 
ing his body out of the grave, is repugnant 
to the obvious nature and reaſon of things; 
ſo I believe it will be allow'd me, to be to the 
laſt degree improbable, that any of the un- 
believing Fews, or Gentiles, ſhould attempt 
it ; for doubtleſs they wiſh'd it might remain 

ſecure in the grave, that ſo they might be 
juſtified in their infidelity, in their obſtinate 
refuſing to receive that light he brought from 
heaven, and in their inveterate and impla- 

cable enmity againſt his religion. 


And now from what has been offer'd un- 
der this head, there reſults (I think) an un- 
deniable, unconteſtable proof of the truth 

of Chriſt's reſurrection. For tis evident that 

he was really dead, both from the general 
conſent of antiquity, and from what he ſuf- 
fered before he was led to be crucified, and 
upon the croſs, which was enough to kill a 
man of the moſt vigorous and hardy make. 
Tis granted on all hands that he was buried, 
and it cannot be denied, but that there was 


a fort of faſcice, or thin flips of linnen, which were 
roll'd round the body; ſo that about a dead body there 

might be many ſcore yards of filleting ; which being 
bound over thoſe viſcous balſams they us'd, would ſtick 
faſt, and *twould be a long work to unroll em. Conf. 
with a Theiſt. | 


a guard 


(71) 

u guard ſet to watch the ſepulchre ; and fince 

I have ſhown it to be upon that account in- 
credible, that any one ſhould ſteal away the bo- 
dy, as alſo to be utterly improbable it ſhould 
have remain d in the grave; becauſe then, when 
his diſciples reported he was riſen, it would 
have been expos'd to the view of the people, 
as a clear and unanſwerable confutation of 
that falſhood, which 'tis not ſo much as pre- 
tended was ever done, he muſt have riſen on 
the third day, according to his prediction. 


 Secondh, Our Lord was ſeen after he roſe | 
from the dead, by certain of his followers, 
whom God had choſen to be the witneſſes of 
His reſurrection. This they all of em teſti- 
| fied to the world, and their teſtumony had all 
thoſe circumſtances attending it which are 


requiſite to render any teſtimony credible. 
For, 


Firſt, Their whole conduct proves em to 
have been honeſt, undeſigning men. Had 
they been men of deſign, whoſe main end 
it was to carry on a carnal, ſecular intereſt, 
they would have complied in all caſes, as far as 
was conſiſtent with their obtaining that end, 
with the humours and prejudices of thoſe a- 
mongſt whom they endeavour'd to ſpread 
their impoſture, they would have indulg d 
em in ſome of their darling ſentiments, and 


have ſooth d and flatter d their moſt agreeable 
J. vices. 


(72) 
viees. For they muſt have known, had 
they at all confider'd things, that nothing was 
ſo likely to promote the ready and univerſal 
reception of that religion they intended to pro- 
pagate, as the making it favour the moſt im- 
portant opinions and uſages of other religions, 
and the corrupt and ſenſual inclinations of 
human nature. And accordingly there was 
nothing more friendly tothe ſpreading the Ma- 
hometan impoſture, than its being a medley of 
Judaiſm, chriſtianity, and the Arabian ſu- 
perſtition, and its being fram'd upon prin- 
ciples of ſenſe, and brutal pleaſure .. And 
_ undoubtedly had the diſciples of Chriſt been 


as this wicked impoſtor, they would have 


play'd the ſame game as he did; whereas 
their whole management was quite the re- 


verſe of his. Tho' the philoſophers and 


_ wiſe men amongſt the Greeks were mighty 
admirers of, and much us'd to oratory, to rhe⸗ 
torical ornaments and embelliſhments of 


ſpeech, and perhaps would deſpiſe the cliriſ- 
tian doctrine upon the account of the Homeli- 


neſs of the language, and the familiarity and 


plainneſs of the ſtyle in which it was deliver'd; 


tho' they were us'd to, and conſequently 


| were fond of a nice and exact way of reaſon- 


ing, and ſo might be tempted to undervalue 


the Apoſtle's preaching, becauſe they pro- 


* See Prideaux's life of Mahomet, 


human 


pos d their duty to em nakedly, neglecting 
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human learning, and argumentation, and a 
deduQtion of it from firſt principles, by a 
long elaborate: train of conſequences : Yet 
their preaching to em was not cith excellence 
F ſpeech, or the enticing words of man's wiſe 
dom, is it would certainly have been; had 
they been acted and govern'd by carnal 
I views. For I hope it will be own'd, that, 
2 St. Paul at leaſt, who in theſe polite coun- 
tries might have been the mouth of his com- 
panions, was a ſcholar, and a gentleman, 
and fo capable of elegance both of thought 
and language, and of recommending him- 
IJſelf to the niceſt, and moſt critical taſte. 
They would not to gratify the humours of a 
few phuloſophers, . tho' the gaining em to 
their party might have been of vaſt uſe to 
them afterwards, thwart the great end and 
deſign of their preaching, 885 general 
edification and improvement, the improve- 
ment of the poor, inferior part of mankind, 
as well as of the learned and noble. They 
knew, that what the celebrated Sages a- 
mongſt the Heathen, call d Rational know- _ 
ledge, was much of it but ſcience falſly. ſo 
calld; and that fince miracles were a ſhofter, 
and eaſier way of convincing the vulgar of 
their duty, they might very well omit all 
ſuch deep diſquiſitions, learned niceties, and 
obſcure ſpeculations, as they oftentimes us d 
in their lectures and writings about morality, 
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And as they ſcorn 4 a baſe compliance 

wo the humours, ſo neither did they yield 
y. thing to the pre judices of the 4 

bit the principal ſubje& of their diſcourſes 
was the © crucifixion of him, whom they 
preach d as the Chriſt, tho that doctrine = 
2 ſtumbling: block to the Yewos, as being con- 
trary to a tradition prevalent amongſt them, 
of an external pompous reign of the Meſſias; 
and tho the notion of a crucified Redeem- 
er of the world, and of a mortal God, to 
whom all the nations of the earth muſt do 
| homage, and be in ſubjection, did Pe 
; fooliſh and extravagant to the Greeks, __ 


Further, the doctrines they deliver” . were 
contrary, many of em, to the pre- conceiv d 
opinions of all mankind, and to their moſt 
ſacred and venerable cuſtoms. They diſ- 
charged their followers, from an obſervation 

of the ceremonial law of Moſes, which the 
Fes had a ſtrange fondneſs for, and a migh- 
ty eſtimation of, and repreſented the obſer- 
vances of it under the moſt low and deſpi- 
cable images, and repreſented the Geniilos 
as ſtanding upon an equal foot with the Jews, 
with relation to' the favour of God, whom. 
they had always look'd upon as hated, and 
reprobated by him. Then they made the 
numerical, individual unity of Rig Godhead 
a fundamental article of their religion, in 


oppoſition to the pos of the Heathen, 
and 


aud aboliſh'd all thoſe E idolatrous 


and ſuperſtitibus nſages, which cuſtom had 

eſtabliſh'd as — arts of their religious 
_ wotſhip. The fules of life which they laid 
down to be obſerved by their foflowers, were 
directly contrary to the univerſal bent of un- 


ſanctiſied nature, and reach'd not only to the 


total regulation of the outward converſation, 
but to the thoughts and affections of the 


mind. They were ſo far from favouring li- 


bertiniſm, and feeding; debauchery and vice, 
that they requir's a heart wean d from the 


bodily appetites, You ſee then that the per- 
ſons on whoſe teſtimony we rely for the truth 


of our Lord's reſurrection, were acted 


throughout their whole management by 


principles of honour and conſcience, that 
they could not aim at raiſing themſelves a 
: great name, or promoting their temporal be: 

tereſt, becauſe they run counter to the who! 8 


world, ſcorn d all thoſe mean arts of addreſ- 


ſing to the paſſions, and inſinuating them- 


ſelves into the affections of men, which all 


L 2 that 


* 


love of all ſenſual pleafures and earthly en- 
joyments. And finally, the reward which they 
propos d for virtue and goodnefs in the fu- 
ture world was a paradiſe, not fuch as Mabo- 
met's, abounding with animal delights, but 
with refin'd: and fpiritual joys, which none 
will be capable of reliſhing, but the men 
who brighten and improve their rational na- 
_ tures, and carefully rule and moderate their 


(76) | 
that. proſecute ſuch low ends. muſt have re- 
courſe to, and inſiſted open. aconſtant diſcharge 


are contrary to the 


of thoſe duties whic 
fronelt 


the ſoul of man. 


Again, tis plain that they were . 


mortified men, and that = did not greedily 
hunt after fame and honour, becauſe ſome 
of them refus d the greateſt that could be of- 


fer'd em, even that of being deified ®, be- 
cauſe they could not accept” it with a good 


conſcience. And the plainneſs and ſimplici- 


ty which they uſe in relating their own faults 
and miſcarriages, is a clear evidence to me, 
that they were not deſirous of advancing 
themſelves by any indire& methods, but that. 
they were honeſt and impartial men. And 
conſequently their teſtimony is to be credited 
about any thing, of which they were com- 


petent Bae : And therefore, | 


'K 


Secondly, As they were too honeſt to de: 
ceive others, ſo they teſtified of a matter in 


which they could not be deceiv'd themſelves, 
and-of which they were as fit to judge as 


men of the greateſt learning, and the moſt 


refin'd human wiſdom. - Their teſtimony 


was about ſomewhat, which was the object. 
of their ſenſes, vis. That oy ſaw Ae of 


* 40. xiv, 13, 14. 
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17 of forty days. And what was there in 


3 = 8 | 
Nazareth after his reſurrection, and had fre- 
quent converſation with him during the 


s which requir'd any degree of learning, or 
uncommon penetration, and which was 


above the capacities of men of ordinary oc- 


cupations? But perhaps it may be ſaid, that 
the thoughts of the glory which the diſ- 
ciples imagin d they ſhould be poflefs'd of, 
might turn their brains; or elſe they being 
men of weak heads and credulous tempers, 
and fo inclin'd to enthuſiaſm, and being big 
with an expectation 'of his riſing 

might imagine they ſaw him, and heard bim 
talk with them, when there was nothing real 


in the caſe. Well! Let us ſee whether this 
won't hold with as much ſtrength againſt the 
teſtimony of any wiſe intelligent perſons, as 


it does againſt that of the diſciples. And I 
believe it will be granted me, that men of 
good ſenfe, and of a liberal generous educa- 
tion, are generally capable of ſtronger im 

eſſions from an expectation of glory and 

honour, than thoſe who are accuſtom'd to a 
low vulgar way of thinking, - and whoſe fpi- 
rits are depreſsd by a ſervile mercenary 
courſe of life; ſo that there is nothing in the 
firſt part of the objection. And might 1 


not with as much, or more, reaſon have af- 


firm'd, had Chriſt appear'd to a company of 


philoſophers ; ; that they were a pack of wild 
n, who had craz d themſelves by 


hard 


(#3 ))- 
hard ſtudy, and therefore were-n6t to be cre- 
dited. But, further, I am miſtaken, if this 
argument de of any force, if it has not a ten- 
dency to make us turn the worſt ſort of ſcep- 
ticks, even, to diſtruſt and disbelieve our 
OWN. ſenſes, and. conſequently if it be 
not a very mad and extravagant way of rea- 
ſoning. 5 or upon the ſame account that the 
diſciples are. charg'd with enthuſiaſm, >we 
may be all of us rank enthuſſaſts in ing 
we really ſce and converſe with our friends, 
whom we have for ſome time expected a 
viſit. from, and the proſpect of enjoying 
whoſe company bas pleas d and charm d our 
imaginations, when the whole is only 2 
viſionary ſcene, nothing elſe hut _ works 
ings of a hot and vigorous nen | blad 2's: 3 

Ad tho this f ou ain to axpaſe — 
vanity. and enthuſiam of this cavil ; yet ſince 
it is the only thing that remains to be-urg'd 
againſt. the teſtimony of theſe. witneſſes, I 
fall ſhow the unreaſonableneſs of it further 
from the nature. and circumſtances ef the 
fact. And firſt, tis plain, that they were 
155 men of craz d. be wilder d underſtandings, 
8 of calm, ſober, . and — 
che ht, from the excellent diſcourſes of 
morality which they wrote, which vaſtly 
exceeded all the fine fayit ngs. of the agen 5 
Pagan moraliſts, which, our mode Deifts 
ſo mightily. admire. | 


Fur. 


4 


. 


Fend thei maſter 3 _ 
was not quick and tranſient as a flaſh of 
lightning, (for if he had juſt fa * 
before their eyes, and not afforded them a 
perfect view, I ſhould have been inclin'd too 
to think it a deluſion, and that their imagina - 
tions were diſtemper d,) but he tarry d with 
them a conſiderable time, and eat and drank 
in their preſence ; and if all this wert on« 
ly in a dream, tis impoſ any of us to 
prove we were ever awake. I ſhall only add 
under this head, to ſtrengthen and corrobo- 
rate the Apoſtles: teſtimony, what St. Paud 
ſays, viz. That he pas ſeen: of atooh five Ian 
dred brethren at once *, the great part of 
whom. were alive wheri he wrote this +; and 
ſo could have confuted it had it been falfe, 

and to make all theſe a diſtracted company, 
is what I am ſure. the polite and ingenious. 
part of the world mult be aſham d of. I 
haye prov'd then that the A LW our 
Lord could not themſelves we impos'd upon 
in what they teſtified to the world concern 
ing his reſurrection, and that they were per- 
ſons of honour and integrity, and ſo could” 
not endeavour to deceive others; a neceflary- 
82 of 3 is, that the fact _ 
have n'd juſt as they reported it. There 
is one 3 ok circumſtance behind: which 
very much confirms the truth of their tefti« 
mony, ſince there can be no CE 


* x Cor. xe-6 + Ibid, 
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In the third place, That they neither did 

nor could get any thing by atteſting our 
Lord's reſurrection, but moſt of them ſuffer- 

ed death for it, and ſeal'd the truth of it with 
their blood. They were ſure to draw all the 
| Hatred: and vengeance of the Jews upon 
them; and if they ſhould turn to the Gentiles, 

the doctrine of a crucified malefactor (as the 
would repreſent it) riſing from the dead, 
would never go down with their philoſo- 
phers and wiſe men, and they themſelves 
would be ſo far from being promoted, that 
they would be look d upon as out of their 
ſenſes; eſpecially they could never expect to 

be cordially received any where, when (as I © 
have already ſhown) they brought a doctrine F. 
with them which overturned Pagan idolatry, 
and deftroyed the fundamental principles of 
Fudaiſm as diſtinct from natural religion, and 
enjoined ſtrict regularity of thought and life 
in an age wherein Religion, amongſt the 
Jews, was degenerated into form and ſhew, 
and the Gentiles had almoſt wholly defacd 
the reaſon of their minds, and loſt all notion ' 
of the eſſential difference between good and 
evil. . And the event anſwered accordingly, - A 
for they all of them underwent tortures of all 3 
kinds, and ſuffer d death in all its forms of 
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terror for owning, and publiſhing the chri- 
ſtian faith, and the reſurreQion 01 Fe . 


the 33 of it. 


And now is it ſuppoſable that men but of 


common ſenſe would invent an impudent 
falſhood, and endeavour to impoſe. it upon 


the world when they could have no proſpect 


of getting any thing thereby, and when the 
beſt treatment they could expect was that of 
madfolks, vi. cloſe confinement, and a low 
diet for the recovery. of their reaſon ; but 
when twas more probable, they would 
meet with univerſal contempt and hatred, be 


puniſh'd as diſturbers of the peace of the 
world every-where, that if they apply'd_ 

themſelves to their own countrymen, they 
would die the death of falſe prophets, ſpeak- 
ing lyes in the name of the Lord, and of 


impious innovators in religion if they turn'd 
to the Gentiles? Is it poſhible that ſo many 


ſhould die to atteſt a falſhood ? Had they 
been Ather/ts, they would never have done it, 


but would have made their lives as long, ard 


pleaſant, and comfortable as they could, ard 


not have run themſelves upon the moſt ir.= 


_ conſiderable inconvenience for nothing; and 


had they believ'd the exiſtence of a God, and 
of a future ſtate, of awful rewards and pu- 


niſhments, they would never have ſeal d a 


falſhood with their blood, nor have atteſted 


it with their laſt breath, without the 9 64 


J. 
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NI (82) 
Vifible concern or remorſe of conſcience * 
Beſides tis almoſt a general caſe for men, 
who will vouch for a lye with a great deal 
of impudence while they are free and at eaſe, 
when they come to ſuffer for it, to ſhrink 
and confeſs the impoſture: And can we think 
that theſe men alone, of almoſt all man- 
kind, ſhould every one of them meet death 
with a good grace, to defend and maintain 
what they knew to be falſe, ſhould quench 
that deſire of life, and root out of their na- 
tures that backwardneſs to death which is 
common to all men? Or that thoſe who had 
not half that hardineſs of mind, or reſolution 
to encounter ſufferings which ſome others have, 
and whoſe courage had before meanly fail'd 
them at the fancied approach of a diſtant dan- 
ger in the defence of what they thought to 
be true, ſhould all of em undauntedly ſuffer 
the moſt terrible calamity, and death itſelf, 
do affert the truth of what they were perſua- 
ded was falſe ? I think, whoever can believe 
theſe things, muſt be allowed to have rais d 
| his faith above reaſon, and ought never to © 
except againſt believing myſteries : For it . 
ſeems impoſſible to me that any one ſhould . 
believe them who is convinced that there is 
a difference between pleaſure and pain, and 
that the wiſe creator has made a defire of 
' happineſs, and an averſation to miſery, the 
ſtrongeſt paſſions, the leading and determin- 
ing affections of human ſouls. I a 


(#9 


In the ſecond place, to ſhew, that the ap- 
pearance of Chriſt after his reſurrection only to 
ſome choſen witneſſes, and not to therulers of 
the Jewiſh nation, or the whole body of the 
people, was a method of proceeding perfectly 
_confiſtent with the wiſdom and goodneſs af 
divine providence. And here I can't help 
obſerving how hard tis for us to ſay of any 
of the divine proceedings, that they are in- 
cConſiſtent with infinite goodneſs, or with a 
righteous and wiſe diſpoſition of things.; 
fince tis impoſſible but the ways of infinite 
wiſdom muſt have innumerable myſteries in 
them which muſt puzzle humane reaſon, 
and be incomprehenſible by our finite under- 
ſtandings. For if we underſtand ſcarce any 
thing of the nature and manner of working 
of the things round about us, how can we 
expect that there ſhould be nothing in the 
purpoſes and providential acts of God but 
what we mult ſee the reaſon of, tho* his 
"thoughts and ways can't but be infinitely far- 
ther above ours, than the beavens gre above 
the earth? May not a Being of immenſe un- 
fathomable wiſdom have infinite ends in 
view which we can know nothing of? 
Which is a thought that ſhould: put us upan 
humbly admiring and adoring what the pre- 
ſent narrow limited condition of humane na- 
ture won't ſuffer us to comprehend. Beſides, 
we may often ſeę but part of a ſcheme which 
M 2 e 
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God is purſuing, the completion of it per- 
haps being not to be till many hundred years 


after our deceaſe. For tis doubtleſs a com 


mon method with him to bring about a great 
event ſtep by ſtep, that it may be done in a 
. way conſiſtent with the reaſon and free agen- 


x of mankind, and then no wonder that it 


appear like a broken proſpect, rude and con- 
fus'd : Whereas could we ſee the whole 


chain of cauſes and effects working towards 


| ſome wonderful ſcene of providence entire, 
we ſhould be ſo far from taking upon us to 
cenſure the incomprehenſible acts of our 
Maker, that we ſhould abhor ourſelves in duſt 


and aſhes for having entertain'd irreverent and 
_ unworthy thoughts of any of them, and 
ſhould confeſs even the foolſhneſs of God to be 


40:ſer than men. To apply this to the preſent 
_ caſe, ſince I have ſhown it to be fact that 
_ Chriſt did riſe from the dead, and appear 

only to a ſelect company of men, ſhould not 
the conſideration of the boundleſs wiſdom 
of the ſupreme governor of the world filence 
all objections which may ariſe in our minds 
upon that account, either againſt his provi- 
dence, or againſt the fact, even tho we could 
not ſee how it was conſiſtent with his good- 
neſs, or rectoral wiſdom. But I have theſe 
two confiderations to offer, to ſhow how it 


harmonizes with his perfect goodneſs: and 


vViſeſt government of the world. 
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Nil, The ew, by rejecting the Ae 

Which Chriſt himſelf, while he liv d amongſt 
them, gave them of the truth of his miſſion, 
and the divinity of his doctrine, had deſerv d 
to be no further treated with; and conſe- 
quently neither the wiſdom nor goodneſs of 
God could oblige him to do any n ex- 
M ons. for their conviction. 


4 


Secondly, TE: Chriſt had FR binſelf 


openly to the rulers of the Jewiſh nation, or 


to the body of the people, 'tis probable that 


not many more would have been brought to 


believe in him by it than have been and are 
by the preſent evidence of the truth of tis | 


reſurrection. 


R Einf, The ew, by rejecting the eee; 
which Chriſt himſelf gave em, while he 


liv d amongſt them, of the truth of his miſ- 


fion, and the divinity of his doctrine, had 


deſerv'd to be no farther treated with; and 
-conſequently neither the wiſdom nor good- 
neſs of God could oblige him to do any thing 
extraordinary for their conviction. The mi- 
racles which he wrought amongſt them were 
numerous, great, and beneficial to mankind ; 

they were not done in corners, but in the 
open country, before vaſt multitudes of peo- 
ple, who could eaſily have diſcern'd whether 
"hey were real, or only juggle and illuſion. 


Then 
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Then the doctrines which his great and won- 
derful works were an atteſtation to the fruth 

of, they might ſoon have found, had they 
carefully examin'd 'em, to have been agree- 
able to the perfections of God, and the pre- 
ditions of their own prophets, calculated to 
promote ſolid virtue and true holineſs, and 
to deſtroy the devil's tyranny over the ſouls 


of men. And yet they hated and perſecuted 


him, tho' their forefathers, whoſe conduct 
they approv'd, had own'd the authority. of 
the antient prophets upon their working but 
two or three miracles. Further, they had 
many of them been baptiz d by him, who re- 
veald himſelf under the denomination of 
the fore- runner of the Meſſias ®; and had, 
by ſubmitting to his baptiſm, acknowledg d 
him to be a prophet : And yet, tho he de- 
clar'd Jeſus to be the Chriſt +, they degrad- 

ed his miſſion, doctrine and miracles, attri- 
buting them to the agency of the devil 4, and 
after many barbarous and inhuman inſults of- 
fer d him, while he miniſter d for their good, 
to compleat the meaſure of their iniquity, de- 

voted him to an infamous and cruel death; 
and when Pilate would have releas d him , 
preferr d a murtherer before him *. And 
were not theſe vaſt affronts offered to God, 
whoſe miniſter he was? Might he not 


John i. 23. 4 Ver. 29, 30. Matt. xii. 
24. I Aart xv. 9, 12. f“ Matt. xxvii 21, 


22, 23+ Ko”) | 
__y have 


(97) | | 

have iminediately viſited, and horribly 
plagued: them for theſe. things? Twould 
certainly have been agreeable to the niceſt 
rules of equity, if the Almighty had then 
brought upon them univerſal deſolation, and 
turn d their pleaſant land into a wild and 
frightful defart; or if he had commanded 
KS the goſpel of his Son ſhould never more 
have been offered to them. Certainly then he 
could not be oblig'd to make uſe of ſuch me- 

thods to remove their infidelity, as was yay 
beyond what was ſufficient, and ſtrictly n 

ceſſary to convince men of tolerably ſober 
and impartial reflections, and to conquer any 
NN but what were obſtinate and in- 
flexible; nor was it, I think, confiſtent:with 
his wiſdom ſo todo, For had he continued 
to afford 'em more light in proportion to 
their ſhutting their eyes againſt it, he would 
have given encouragement to the reſt of his 
ſubjects to deſpiſe the manifeſtations of his 
grace, and ſlight the authority of his provi- 
dence, and fo have ſapp'd the foundations of 
his own enen | 


-- och. If Chriſt n 3 kimſelf 
openly to the rulers of the Jewiſh nation, or 
to the body of the people, tis probable that 
not many more would have been brought to 
believe in him by it than have been, and are 
by the preſent Neger of the truth of his 
reſurrection. Let us us ſuppoſe he had: ap- 
be - peur d 


(/ 882) 
pear'd to the Chief Prieſts and Rulers, OR 
may we think would have been the event of 
it? Would it have iſſued in their hearty con- 
verſion to chriſtianity? We have all imagi- 
nable reaſon to believe the contrary. For 
the ſoldiers, whom they knew not to be of 
his party, had told em that he was riſen, and 


yet they continued to blacken his memory as 


an impoſtor, and perſiſted in the ſame ſpite 


and malice againſt, and virulent hatred of his 
diſciples: And therefore tis probable, that 
tho his appearance might have made ſome 
awful impreſſion upon em at firſt, they would 
ſoon have worn it off, and either have con- 


tented themſelves with thinking it a delu- 


ſion; or if he had repeated his viſits, would 
have r to ſeize and bind him, that 
they might put him to a ſecond death: For 


© Send d were they of the fear of God, 


and of all religious reverence for his won- 


d'rous works, as to hold a conſultation about 
taking away the life of Lazarus, after it had 
been miraculouſly reſtor'd to him! Their 


conſciences were ſo dead and ſtupid, and 


their prejudices againſt our bleſſed Lord fo 
ſtout and invincible, that (I believe) they 
never would have. confeſs d him to be the 
Chriſt, if he had not continually haunted 
them, breathing fire and vengeance, and ſcat- 
tering plagues and death, which a Deſt 
would condemn, as perſecution, and a great 
hindrance to freethinking. 
* But 
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Ob in it ACK 1 ; COL d ba ave 
to pelſeve in hi 
Hiteacle, V dere they e ks wel 10 
Beet convinced by kt. 120 the diſciples, 
that ke Was 10 ” 405 7 tlieir e 
ther teſtitnony by a long ald and ſeries © 
races, *hd" ſortie of the fare nature with 
VIS, reſtoring | dead petſons to life ®, 
Farther, heathen flations could B have had ths 
report of his having appear'd” to ſuch v 


_ multitudes only from a few, and would 8 4 
ddũbtedly never have believed, if they had had 


nothing to depend upon, but their fins ele au- 
thotity ; fo 5 it 8 5 not Rave wei d ſo. 
much with them, as the teſtimony ut of 

one of two men, who could eſtabliſh the cre- 
Ger it by mifacles. And as it is reaſonable 


to think, that in the firſt ages of chriſtianity, 


it would not have increas'd The number of 1 its, 

rofeſſors, much above what it really was 

a Chriſt ſhown himſelf o openly” in the $55.0 
Yudea, after his flees ſo neither 

15 (Ithiak) have very much enlarg d 


its conqueſts in ſucceedin 8 ages. For che 


„Ast ix. 40, 4. Chap. A. 0, ut, 
r pPtooft 


( 90 
- Proofs of the fact, as we now have them, are 
= clear, apd r numerous, AS: that they won't 


ö 1 of convincing every. obe who conſiders 
em with an - honeſt, unbiaſs'd mind ; and 
the. greatoſt poſſible evidence, the thing. is 
| WE, capable of, can do no more: -B Both would 
an z ain the aſſent of « every. inquire, 
Tar” man, and neither 3 in the leaſt 
fluence where. the ERAS} is big 
by patlion, \ or the heart poſleſs'd hy 2 ſtrong 
and violent prejudice; And certainly. it can 
be no reflection upon. the wiſdom of God, ngh 
to, have ſuffer d that, which Was 9 
anſw r any very great or important C es 


ſhall. conclude 4 diſcoyr ſe. Rl two. 9 


three 1 inferences. . 
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muſt Have been Gods act to unte k his fa 800 
and, body again, or at leaſt, Which. . es, 
him equally accountable for it, it could! No! 


have been done, as the circumſtances © 4 


things were, büt by his direct ordination an 


appointment; for no good ſpirits would Bk 


lone it, unleſs they bag 85 the command of 
their creator and foyereign 3 not evi ſpirits, 


to eſtabliſh the belief of a doctrine, which f 18 


: agrecable to the nature and erfetiqns; 0 
God, and tends. to overturn. the kingdom « of 


datknefs, by acquainting mankind. with all; 
the glorious attributes of the divine nature, 


with their duty in its s largeſt extent, and ut- 


moſt latitude, by proppſing the moſt engage 


ng and forcible motiyes to a ſerious, dif arge. 


4606 


it, and by particularly cautioning them 


: 98 to hearken to any 1 ſugecſtions, 
cauſe the roceed from the grand enemues 
of their Kale e. from THI EMS, 1 580 
who are ever endeayouring; with furpri fing 
art and unwearied diligence, their Cerlaltiß 
ruin. And can we ſuppo ſe, that when God 
has threatened ſuch and, flam Ming, 


= 


vengeance to ars, he would have contra 


dicted his own facred threats, by. fignally. fa- 
vouring, one of the rpoſt , notorious . of that 


tribe, as Chriſt, muſt hay e been, bad he 95 


4 9 Wy 141 


an impoſtpr, and one who, endeàvours to de- 
11 2934 | 
cee men in their religious, Which arc the 


51 imp ortant "of all their concerns, + Bur 
further, actions 1 are interpreters of * 
* N thoughts 


Fg 
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Hap ghts as well as words, and therefore 
ould one man appeal to another for the 
truth of what he ſays, and deflte him, if he 
believe it, to Entity his belief by a certain 
action; if he ber it, when whit he was, 
_ appeal'd to about is falſe,” he contracts the 
Ei of 1 ying, as much 26 if he had aſſerted 
it to him n plain and direct Words. Is it not 
then to make the God of truth a deceiver, 
and the patron of falſhood, to. fay, that when 
an impoſter appeal' d to Rim for the truth 5 

ri 

Kim to give. bis. teſtimony to it, by raiſing 
him from the dead at a _Certaip \ determinate 
hour, he'reviv'd him at the appointed tire, 
and ſuffer'd 10 to put bis . dime be- 


ne ee 


„ 


is "the berufe e of God, ey ks a- 
nother to claim it, 1s to invade one of the 
rights of his ſovereignty, we ſhall be far 
enough from thinking that he would ſhow , 
any favour to ſuch à bold pretender, we 
ought rather to ſuppoſe, that he who is in- 
finitzly jealous of his honour, would have 
| ee d ſome uncommon judgment to 
| Have ſeiz d, and to have blaſted 1e man, 
Who had riſen to ſuch a ſurpriſing height of 
beg, as to  Arrogate t to himſelf, that EN a 
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ing the world, 


dignity and regal authority, Hence gt. Paul 


of tho new :covenant, as it is a teſtimony of 
God's having accepted his ſufferings upon our 
account; whereas if he had not riſen, we 
could have had no rational confidence to- 


carneſt af the reſurrection of all good ahrif 
tians, to honour and immortal life. For. 


and glorious reſurrection, to all his true diſei- 
will of the Father who (hath ſent me, that of . 


3 693) 
God, he ſhould fit in the ſeat of Gad, j 


” 
. 
| 8 3 
1 * » . 
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* 
27 * 
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odds G lui ten ide id amt 
+  Secandly,; If Chriſt roſe from the dead we 
may conclude, that God is: propitiaus, ... For 
as he offer d up himſclfa propitiatory @erifice, 
far the ſins of the world, God woauld..never = 
haye rais d him from the dead, if he had not 
been ſatisfied with his ablation, nor exalted 


| my 


him at his own right hand to ſupereminent 


fays, that he was raiſed aggin for our yubsfi- 
catzon, Nan. iv. 24, becauſe his reſurreQion 
alſures our heing juſtified upon the conditions 


Wards God, or hope of his favour. dine to 
Wird, The reſurredtion of Chriſt, is an 


while he was upon earth he promis'd a happy 


* 


all which by bath given nie, I ſhould loſe. n. 
thing, feud raiſe it up again at the Jaſt 


| that opery one-who ſeeth the Son, and beheveth 


Dei * I ws 4 g . 13 74 : , 
nz him, way have everle/ting life, and I wilt 
Wonne e 0 OS... raiſe. 
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js Wesel miflon and koche and of 
what he delivered to the world, as the mind 
and will of God. Beſides, as His. reſurrec- 
tion from the dead was to kingly power and 
_ dignity, the rule and government. of the 
whole world, under the Father; as he re- 
ceived: thereupon the full power of a king, 
boch the: power of legiſlation. and of dif- 
penſing rewards and "puniſhments © to his 
| enen and rebellious ſubjects reſpec- 
tively, we can't but ſuppoſe that he will rea- 
dily and exactly fulfil that promiſe which he 
made to his faithful followers, in the days of 
his fleſh, and conſequently in the great day 
of retribution, make the happinefs of their 
whole natures compleat, by reuniting. their 
bodies, glorified, refin d and made incorrupt- 
ble, to their pure, immaculate and 1 
ſouls. ow 


And fall, As he d d. to redeem 0 | 
men from that death which entered into the 
world for Adam's fin, by procuring for them 
the reſurrection of their body to an everlaſt- 
ing happy life; his refurreAioh muſt be an 
_ earnefk of theirs, as it is an evidence that his 

death was an acceptable ſacrifice to Gd. 
And this is what St. Paul directly teaches; 
1. xv. 20. 21, 22, 23. But now is =_ 


Tien 


„Anse 1 33 of 95 * Fr 13508 
ion from the dead, and become the 2 Fruits 
of them that. ſheep : That is, of all that have 


Pept in him, for of ſuch only is he declared 


to be the fit Fruits, ver. 23. For at by man 
came death,” by man cume alſo the reſurrettion 
of the dead, - For as in Adam all die, a in 
Chriſt ſball all be made alive. It ſeems proba- 
ble to me that the Apoſtle here means, ny 
all good men, becauſe he's only diſco 
of the reſurrection of ſuch in this chapter; and 
from what immediately-:follows : 77 a 

man in his own order * Chit the fir ff fr 
afterwards, they that arg Chriſt's, at tis 254 

ing. Wherefore my belaved brethen, (to on- 
elude with the Words of the laſt verſe of 


this chapter) be ſtedfaſt, immoveable, "always. 


abounding in. the work of the Lord, faraſmich 


| 45 you know, that Jour” "labour i i not i vain 
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